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Edi to r , J!.iscel l t-neous Sect i on 
R~rbert Leck enby, Te l a~ hone ~ch~ngu , 

c/o Cen tr Pl T<eg ist ry, Nort he rn CQ!IIIIIPnd, York. 

Fno,1i THE r:orron•s clw!R 
hs I"essi of J 0hn h!edcra ft : Ju s t r s '\\' t;., \c;-~r e go ing t o :')re 

lf'et mon th I rE:cE.·iv e d r. l ~ tte::r f r om J o e P? rka, of th o Colle c,' 
t ors ' Misc el l rny , which g=-vc met' d.readf'ul shock, f or it to l 
of the deo th of r gr cPt fri en d . The poignPnc y of th, news 

~

, a pdde d t o b ~cruse ?'.rs . !led cr e ft hes b ...,cn ser i ou s ly i 11 f c 
l <>ng time . I em sure e ll me'11b srs of our circle wi ll deep 

ympot hiee vii. th h ;;:r in hc.r ~T ee t l ose . 
To s~y th c1t Jo hn J•ft:dc r !'f t '":ill b.:; missed .-,oul d be Pn 

derst c t &ilent. Hundreds of coll ect ors Pt hom~ end e ll ove 
h e v,orld h-:va che ri shed it €"'8 i n t hui r co ll ec ti ons f or -h ie 
ney h ,·ve t o thenk rim . It v.cs not Plw f'ys jus t e mett e r of 
us in ts s , but Plso ~ s i nc ~r e desire t o halp. The r e ¥e r e 

!
0111~ who t hou.; ht hu WM r littl e bru sque e t tim""· I t hough 
o JI\YBe lf once, t hu n I r ee lly got t o kn ,,,., him , end I f ound I 
he r ee l llll'n. H~ CE;;rt Pi nly ht-d v ery de cid ed viav.:rs 0n some 
ubj 1,,.ct e , but he exp rt>ssed th v..n f'r irly ~na hon c:s tly , if - tith , I 
omotim -,s c li ttl c iroey . I 

: _ __ -· · ·· · - - --·-··-·- · ----- ------ --- - -- - --- - ---- __ !. 
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kJs is " " 11 kn own , J ohn ' s h t me, ~t llf' ord housed th a big ge a· 

end fin est collection of' Eng lish boys• journ e ls in exist Ano e ., 
In the Vic t o ri e n section, pPrticu.larly, th ere "Nere rt>re i tams 
p ossessed by n o on e a l ee. Tho,se who hev e h P.d th e good f'o rtun, 
t o see hie coll Gctio n in its immecul e t e surroundings Will n eve, 
f or ge t t he expo rienc e. I cen see him now ~e Len P~ckm~n al 
I sew him on<I ni gh t jus t t ·.vo y ears ego throwing op en his 
bookc ases ~nd saying withe gesture end" beeming smi l e , 
"Brov.se where you lik E:." 

J ohn will Flso b e rememb ere d f or those inimit ebl e article, 
h " wrote. On th e Vict u2i lill p &r iod p Prticul erly he wpe un- I 
riv al l ed . One i s l o th to think ... e sh ~ll r GE>d them no mor e . 

J ohn :,ledcr a f't de s only 57. He wee P 1wrtn e r with his 
br o ther in " l ee ther goods busin ess et BFrkingsid e. 

Hay I S1Jegest an ep i t tlph? " To t h,, Jde,nory of' J ohn Medcr af' 1 
He c lweys gf've e squa r e de e l t o his f e lla ";"? men ." 

It will Soon Be .'..nnue l Time , My fil e grows f' E>tt er, Pnd P S 
th a orticl es come Pl ong I grow heppi er. LGt me .t e l l y ou of 
som e vf t h e far e b e i ng pr o?e r cd f' or Christ ~, s. To pick , e t 
n-nd om, th er e ' s Eric Fl'yn e ' s "Eve ry St ory fl Gem", en inv e l u -9bl Ci 
r~vie w 01 th e series stories concerrdng th e boys of S t .Jim 's . 
Th e same sur e h and has writt en "Th u Her o o f' the Shell". 

Th e Annu c l ,;culd n ot b e c ompl e te without on e of Roger 
J enkins• skilful cherf'ct er stu d i es . 'Je ll, ho ' s come "long 
thie. y ePr 1.'.ri th "Herry "Thert on - CO'Ote in o f the Remove " f'nd 
I c ~n as sur e ycu it's a s go od as its pred ec ess ors. 

LPst y eer, unf o rtunat ely , Bob Blyth e ·.vca unabl e , through 
illn ess , to writ e f'o r us, but g l ory b d he ' s b Pc k in his old 
f orm with "In th o DGginning", e revi ew of th " pr e -St .F :r i>nks 
et uries in t h0 Ne lson Lae Librory, st ories which up t o now 
h rv ~ no t hcd th ~ rt t en ti on they des erv e . 

Dut tht t•s n o t ell E'bou t Bob - o r R·~ge r - not by "DY 
, meens ~. You know thE>t they b eg to differ E>b out th e merits, 

or dem or1 ts of th e St .Fr anks st ories. Well, so r ted erc h sid ~ 
of' " c osy fir e ·they a rgu e it out. There's thrust end counte ~-
thrust with E vengeence , but Pll in fri endly feshion . You' l 
re ftd :.:;11 £·bout it in "St .F r enk.s - Success or FElilur o" , end 
th en , I guess y ou' ll er gu e t oo. 

l>nd hvr o •a anothe r pertn e rship e rticl e in '<hich Tom 
Hoppe rt on ?nd myself rre concerned. I t ceme obout in r 
curious wey. i.1c nthe ego I go t to work o n 11 .d't er tho T"/E'r i.s 
Q:!.!!:" in tJhic h I c ontr e st th 1:1 fem.in c vf boys• wt.tekli ee in th e 
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in th s, y c 0 r s ,·:hich hl'v e f oll <>wed t he l r t ~ wer Vii th t he fl ood • 
of t he m eft er th a fi r s t ona . , ell, I h ~d ju s t .-bout 
finished it when I found Tom Hooper t on hPd hit on e v ery 
simi l <'r idell. '.\'hen I r ec e iv~'<i t he r esult of his l abours 
which h e had c~ ll ed "Them '" " th e Days " I w,:,s s o s tru ck with 
tho st r ang e co incide nc e th ,:,t after e ch et with him I d ecided 
t o edopt e sugg est i on of his ~nd run th o two erticl es pr r r l l 1 
under th e combinGd hee di ng, "Th e Long ..rm -" • You 1 11 s ee 
why when you r ~Pd it. Fon os t ly th er e ' s P r ePl ~ id dingto n 
touch ebout it. 

L. wee k or two Pgo I got Hflrry Fomer's "flono.grt=1ph on 
Yvonne Cnrti dr 11 • "/hen I r ve d it I exclf'irned , "Gos h , ho ' s 
don e it rgo in!" You hcv en • t f orgo tt en his epic on the 
conf eda r,ti on l ast y or r, h nvc y ou ? -1~11 , ·,hon y ou•v o r ee d 
this y ou 'll rgrce with me . E:011 much h r rd work end r esee rc h 
he hM pu t into it only h e kno ws • 

.1.8 sp , ce i s running sho r t I must r efe r t c oth er s bri ef 
th Pt i sn ' t t o s, y t hey Pr en ' t e s go od es th os e mention ed ebo 
The r e ' s ToICt !lopp ert on•s "Tho <:Jlduri !•r c" (Nort he rn 
sec t ion men.9ers c rn vouch fo r that one, "The Declin e of Jpc, 
Sem end Pate " by -; • T: Thurbo n ; "Th e St .Fr ank ' s Reprints 
in t he Sch ool bo s• Pock et Libre "by J ~ck Cook (J Pck ' s fire 
£1ppeE'rBnc e in the Annu!'l find "Chrietmre 4\d v antur o in B~ker 
Str eo t" by Gerry ..'..llis on end t h er e ar e ot hur e sti ll t o co me · ---..:c,-· d I muetn I t f or ge t th e r rtiste. Bob -/h i t cr h!'s done 
th u cov er t his tim e, ~nd e fin e eff ort it i s . Ha hr s Pls o r 
t opping sk e tc h of r, rry ·lhe rt on . ..nd · rilf D~r ·;in comes Dlo 
r,gc:iin .1i th SOmG of hi ·a bes t ,:Ork• 

Yee, I think .i _c en · s ry t he r e ' ll be some thin g f- ·r ov ory
body. In r f ew weeks I sh Pll b e age in \'11'£Stli ng with th e 
pr oblem hzyn t o ge t it e ll in. 

- Ju,, t - one - t~mo-r e..------Th<,-r e-•-e- quH e- f'- numoor-wb o--I- f ea l 
sure r-r e prPctic Pl certein t i es wh o h 3v o not r-ctu r ll y se nt i n 
th ~ir orders or th si r qu~stio nn a i r o f o rms. Pl e Pee de so Ps 
s oon es you possibly cPn. .:..Ssombling t he ", ho ' s 'Tho" is P 

f ormidebl e busin es s ,nede m0re difficult if t h o,r e ' s P rush e.t 
t he l as t mocen t . 

Mor e Visitors : .!...11.•&.ek or two ego Nort on Pric e , whom I lw d 
call ed on in ll!t'r gr te the dr y I went to s Ge Fr enk Rich !'rds, 
wal ked un expec t edly int o nv offic e . T .:0 d ~ys l !' ter .:.i ~c 
}J~thi eso n, whose ho:ne ie r-t - 1iok , .;--- f ew oi l es fr o 1:1 J ohn O'Gr c r es , 

·- - -- --- --- - - --- --- · --- - - --- - -
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i c cme in. u c.r gE. t e - ,.,ick ~ c t.in y ou bee t th E't? Unf ortunst e 1y 

Nort on' s st ay wf's v e ry bri e f, but .~ c c wee E"bl c to s t Py th e 
ni ght . He made hims e lf v &ry us e ful t oo , f o r h e help e d me to 
pr dper e th ~ pil ~s of C.D's f or post. 

~lho ' ll b e ~h v next t o g iv e e p l ~Pse n t surprise to 
Y0urs si nc e rely-, 

EsRB7im' L.i.GK:.:NBY • 

LI.TE N',I, S. Th e $.,yenth Exhibition of Old Boys• "Books is t o 
b e h e ld e t 5c erb s0r ough Public Libr e ry from November 1st to 
Nov ,smb er 24 th i nclusiv e . 

Ill TliE H01iZ OF FR.:.m c RIC H_.f!DS 

Dy H~rbert Lecke nby 

~1hen tr ~ve lli ng do-..n t o Londo n on the t enth of Septemb er 
I h t d ru.,t the s l igh t dst id u • t hct tw o deys l a t e r I sh ould set 
off on onc th ar j ourn ey r littl e furth e r south - to s ee Fr ~nlt 
Ri churds. .:...S I e.xpl c in c..d l Ast mon-th, tha t wns f' gree t sur
pris e ph no e d f o r me, by th c t f ni thful s ec r e t E'ry of th e, Lond on 
Club, Ben :lh it er . Need l ess t o s r y, th e news , wh en I h o"rd 
of it , ga v e ma" gre n t thrill . For co nsid e r. O' er f orty 
y~ ars f't;v , e s a y oung l' pp r entice, I h od b ought th <: first i,l. . 
numbur of th e Gem , f'nd P fortnight l at er th e copy in whic h 
Tom Jde rry "" s introduc ed t o th e world. Th <:n nigh v y er, r 
furth e r en, Jfo. l o f e gold en cov er ed lit tl e pap e r coll e d 
"Th o W,gnc t ". F o r y ,;e r s I bought th e t wo pap ers ave ry ~ ee k, 
end thro ug ho ut th e ir long liv es . n ev er compl e tely l ost t ouch 
wi. th th em. Duri o,. t h os e thr ee d ecn de s I not only wre gr eE>t 
int e r es t ~d in th e, st o ri e s but als o in m ,rtin Cliff ord t>nd 

· Fr r nk lt ich t rds. Oft -ti me s I t huUBht th ey wc,r e one and the 
se me, ~ t oth ers I h~d m;y doubts, fo r how coul d one mPn 
p ossibly-turn ou t weelLct:t cr__]J<,_e.k ~ ch on thr clll-!ig at o ri e e 

Th e y e~r s r o lled on, ond ~t l ong l e s t the tru th wPs 
r <>v eo l ed t o th e el'.lll'z eme nt of @ host o f boy s grown t o mPnh o od. 
I remembtt r tt, e thrill I 15ot when I r ece iv ed my first letter 
fr om Fr enk Rich a rds . I hav e hPd mN,y sinc e ; no w I was t o 
se e him f f'ce t o ft'c e ... 

5o on o l ov e ly Scp t emb~r morning, Bob '"ihiter r nd I, 
pcc c,mpani "d by i,il e en I{<,yn o ld.s , en o th ..,r etMmch Mrgne ti t e Pnd 
London Clu b mc.,mber, s " t out f or lltlr gv t e . '7a r ee ch ed Pe rcy 
..:i.vunu e , Kinge go t c , ¥1oh(:r e Fr r.nk Rich !•r de liv es, r li t t1 o ~r rly . 
s o v,o ..-, lked on to t he, end . f th e qui e t r c sid ont i o l r oe d . 
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1 
' ,u c vuldfh c vc. .... ·lk. 1:.d mu:::h f urth e r, f ur o n...-r u ... c hod r c liff 

, o ith " st r e tc h of b ar ch ab out 50 £ e0 t b c l ~~. -o c 0ul d 

I 
rLi:o st i mrgi n o .. c ·.,cN 1.. ' kine out ov e r P~ g • s Bry. On 
t he ri g ht t he r e ' s r fli ght c f s t eps cut out 0f th ~ c liff , 
unpr o t ect ed en ce.ch si de . It •.-1es er sy t ~"' pictur ~ C' scr Pp 
bc tv.:ccn tv1 0 Gr eyfri rrs f o l l ows r.i. th one c,f th em in dm ge r of 
t up p ling e v er " t th e eh ,.;er c s t p .!rl. Y a s, Y:J felt ,,,e wer e 
ind ~ed in th e 11Fr ' nk Hi ch :-irds c~untry 11 

• 

-,~ r c trrc ed our st. p a . Inci de nt r lly , Bob l f' ter sh owed 
.c~ r cutting i n r scr 0p-b o ok , .vh cr . it wr s st r t od s c rne of tho I 
r es id ent s of P ercy .:.ve nu e hr d b .,on .-,gi tr ting t o h ~v e th o n,,mo 
ch r nged e s tr. ~y t h 0ugh t it l ~ck zd digni ty e r so~~ th ing . 
idet hinks i f t h ~y tie t cons en t t b.cy h r v e r gol den cp p o rtuni ty 
c,f ch osing r n ame ·:h ich v.111 rn~k c t h e ir r v c nu . f pmcus , r nd 
l't th o..1 arm..:: ti m..; hvn :iur th ,.ir 11 0 16.cs t inh l"bit c nt 11

• 

Ro.1<:v er, . pr oDf)l rt f¥ 0 1cl vck ·r.e 71..;r e be i~ :;T ce t e d 
by Fr l"nk llich r.rd s i n (l. aunli t -r .xnn. ·- · i:i.J 1:r s worring skull 
cf'p rnd dr ~ssing-g om, j ust lik o t h ~ pictur e s you h cv c s ae n 
of him . Hv s h <.ok us .,rrm ly by t h , h An cl, s e,ttl ed d own in his 
c hcir , _ond bid his hc u so k ., ep c r bri ng in t ee . Then puffing 
ewey " this pip o end f ondling thc bi g h onds omo puss y ou sPW 
p ortr By ed e pp c r ontly plr:ying chess .~th him, h~ good - hurnourd 
e nswe r s d th ~ questions we fired " t hi m. Th<, t " lk r Pnge d fr 
Gr ey's El egy t o th e e ppr o~ching pu blic Ption of hi e cwn l ong 
ewe it ed 21t cbi ogr e phy. 

His rno~ ry i s rcr.lf'rk ebl e Pnd his br ~in rs rc tiv o ~s many 
"mP n ' s hrlf his ege . But h o t o l d us , r e th er wi s tf ully, th e 
it wrs seld om h e go t ns f er r s tho gPrd cn . He ;5r&rtly flppr o 
ci a t-ed t ho s <> '.,c l1-1:1er nt suggest i on s th e t c omu 0 l ong f rr"l time 
t<, ti mc ··t hc t hG s ~ould be th v gues t of hi s e doire r e nt s ome 
fun c ti on . . . .But '!l cJ 6,.uld se e thll t th e t wi ll ne v er b e . 

r, toTan"Tintlwt p eop! G v f tim ·C!ltpr OSSad t o ::lC thcrr
d c li ght oµ r ~c e iv i ng • prompt r e ply t o • l e tt ~r th ~y h Pd 
writt e n t o him. · · P.e sC!iled e nd a rid h e d idn ' t think h e hr d 
ev er feil c d t o r ep ly t o nrcy, l ott er rcc oi v ed fro m old r cedo rs 
of his st ori es. Ho hPd s ometi mes wri'tt en rs mPny es s ixty · 
r, r.~ek. Think cf th e t you y oungst »rs who fin d it r n e ff o rt 
t o writ e e'Ven on-o . 

, Bub eske d him r1 h en he c onsidered v,pe his b es t p ari od . 

1

-lith ,·ut he eit e ti on the :,iee~tr o r J ., li cd , " Fr on 1926 onwe r ds. 
It w PS in th at y er. r I dov ~l oped t r vubl o ~~th my e yes . Fr o m 
t ha11.c 11 I s a ,:, thr ou :h e ,;:l r,ss dPrk ly, but wh e t I l<os t vi s u 1'11 I I t nlnk I gn n c d- ,:i.': t_n lly . _________ ..., 
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i This ·,.rs v ocy int er es ting, f or it c onfirms the vi ew of 

mr.ey stu d ents o f t h e l L gn a t ~nd Gem . 
Oh ye who covet red-c ove r ed l!rgnets. 

P e nd e r o ver it, t oo , 

He told us that h e c lwvya had n typewr ite r in r ese rve, 
r nd once tr ave ll e d th e Alps with c mDchine ecc h side o f a 
donk ey. In r ep ly t o Anot h er question Fr ~nk Rich erds con -
firmed that r lt houg h he h t:d t our ed th e Continent ex tensiv e ly 
he h .od n eve r been furth er Afi e ld. Thia metkes o ll the more 
r c,mcrkabl e t h0s e f eacinctine; aeries l a id in f oreign l ends -
Indi <', CbinB, Br ~zil, fo r ex11mple - with th e ir l oca l co lour 
end cust oms s o c onvinci ngl y describ ed t ha t ono would vow they 
hod bee n ·•ri tt en by s cmcbvdy " h" knew them intim a tely. The 
ert of Fr r nk !{ich ~rds. 

He \l,'f'S r ak ed if .,.. c c rt Pin f'Uth or who"rdopt ed" Fe rr ~rs 
I,..,cke , ~·nd used him es th e he r o of e av e rPl s£ ri £tls, P~kOO hie 
p-,rmissio n first . Fe = crs Lock e ' a cr er t or smiled wryly end 
r epli ed in t~ e n cg ~tiv e . 

";, \j o9 kcd .... ur b.Jst t 1.., settl e o littl e l'rgument - "':io s 
L.evieon ' s bnme pr ~nounced 11Lews on? 11 ·, o .. <ot the reply 
pr c lllptly, "Ob = , e,nly if it bed be en sp e lt with two e•s 
( Sin the cDse ~r ~ave s cn-Gower vf ct'icket ~ r me.~ 

':, e got tc discuss ing those qu o tations Fr onk Richard" 
is s o f ond of intr oducing. "Li ke Pe ri e t the g a t es o f 
Persdise ", "Like Reche l of o ld", f'nd s o on. Now it s o 
bepgened t ha t ot our Leed s S:apte mber mee ti ng our No .1 l ed y 
me mber, Vera Coa t es, h ed been c nxi ous t o 3 e t th e so urce o f 
one o f Bunt er I s f rv curi te assertions, "Kind e st friend e nd 
n obl e st f o e" o r word s t o th e sPme e ffect. No o ne coul.d 
s " tisfy her curi os ity, so I gresped th e opp ort unity t o a sk 
the men wbc made Bunte r BFY it . Frank Ric he r ds smiled end 
r ep li ed , o~·..h, the la dy dc.ea n't r ee d h e r Tennye o h .. 11 "Oh, flh ,' 
tl-1oue;ht I, "new we're ge tting s omewhere, s ::> I ask ed Which 
p oem. "In l\lemcrium". In h i gh g l ee , round Pbout 2 <>'cl o ck 
th e foll owil1G morning, I wrote ~c Vere t o set her mind et 
rest; end the n r et ired t o bed . Adey or tw o l a t er c eme a 
r eply s eying she, had re ed "In Mwn,,rium" c a r e fully thr oug h 
mure th en onc e end c ouldn't f ind it. The n sev a rol pAire o f 
ey es g ot t o work r eeding Teneys cn. :w entu a lly Ver e found it 
h &re e lf in ''The Princ ess". :E:ven Frank !{ichsrds hed nodded 
f or onc e - ju s t 11.ke eo mer of ol d. But i t wee en illumin~ 
e t~ illus~r c ti on of th e intor.,st t aken in Grayfrillre l or e . 

~ . .. t e lk ed " bout th e i.ut obiogr Aphy. Its ..-ri ter r e ther 
wond ered ii t he 1·e w0uld be s uffici ent pe opl e interested 
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in the c er Ler of Fr ank Ri chard s t c m~ke it e s ucc&s s. I 
es sur ed hi m t h at if rrry pos t-b eg .,es eey crit er i on h G ne ed 
ha ve no qu alms. In s upp ort on G hrs only t o r ecall th e 
world-wid e int er es t which '"" a Pr ouse d when th o Pi ct ur o Pos t 
i ntervi ew oppeflr ed a f ew y ea rs ego . 

.\.nd in conn ecti on with th o .'...ut obi ogrPp hy I ""a pl ea s ed 
t ohe srhim pa:, e gene r ous t ribut e t o J ohn Sh8\'7 who h e s e id 
bed e iv en vc l uP bl e he lp wh&r e c art Pin dct es wer e con ce rn ed. 

F0r o guod dcr.l of t ho tim e .e wer e sit t i ~ in th et 
r oom e t Ros e Lawn I WPS cont en t t o li s t en to the r nim ated 
chatte r of Bob rfui t er e>nd wetch t he sp erkl e in bi s ey es. 
J.nd , compe ti ng wit h him, ;;:!le en g ivi ng h er vi ews on th e 
l!egn et int er sp er se d with so me co mments on ch ess . I v ent ur e 
t o se :, Fr e.nk Ri ch er ds enj oy ed t het ef t ern oo n olmos t PB much 
es we did . Though h e ge ts hundr ed s of l ett ers fr om f'dmir o s , 
f or re as on s well knuwn it i s s e l dom h ~ meets erry f r e e t o f e c e . 
F~r on e of t hose infrequ ant occ es i ons he c ~ul d not h ave e 
b ett er exPmpl e then Bob -/b it er. .il most ev er s inc e he c ould 
r eed Bob hes lit er al ly de vcured 1!egn8te ; he cr n quot e 
l engthy extr acts wi th ou t h es i t eti on . He di d so on thi s 
occllsi on m d i t wes obvi ous th r t Fr ank Ri c her ds WP S gen uin e ly 
ple as ed , end I t hi nk no l ittl e s urpri sed . Of " truth by 
th e s .,oke n word , he bed g l owi ng vivid pr oo f of th e r ff ecti or 
bis mvgi c pen has ea rn ed f or hi m. Sur e ly P c.:,ns ol ing t hc ui,ht 
f er P men in . th e ev eni ng of bi s de :,a. 

1/e f oun d to our s urpris e we hcd been t he r e nePrl:, two 
hours; we r e lu ct ont l_y got up t o go . H~ waved us P kin dly 
f ar ewell fro m hi s cha ir. Th e t h r ee o.' us will pi ctur e him 
doing s o f or mm,:, & :, ePr t o co me . 

,le s e t off t owPrd s l.wrgc t a , Bob •,hi.t or wclking on Pir • 
.:.n ambition of e l if e t im e hed b een ~cliiov ed . 

FOI{ S..'J..E: 11rcb-pul tra ", 0 Uni on J ocks" , 11Ne l s on Lees 11
, "Gree n 

~i ends", 1'Boys 1 RePlm", "B.O.P'', "Bunt er B.:>oks" , 
"Tom Merry 11 , etc. S • .d..E. f or li s t . St Pte require ments. 
o. R • .:.da l e:, . 17 ;,ber gerw Road, Br:,nmunyw Bri dg3nd , Gl em. 

Cl.,..'< :~'Y ONE obli ge with Gem number 946 , pl .a~se ? I wi ll p s:, 
e goo d pr i ce . J os ep hin-.,- Pockmvn, 27 .:U-ch de l e Road , E~st 
l)ulwich, Lendon, S.E .22. 
!IEIBON IEES FOR s.:.LE, 6d ,.nd 9d . r;~nted old s er ie s, Chums 
1914 , 1915, 1905, co mic s . L. M •• :Jl cn , 3 l,\ont gom3r:, Drive, 
sn,ef fi e l d 7 
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Conducted by Ec rbert Lock onby 
I om dev o t i ng ell the sp e co I poss ibl,y c an thi s mont h 

t o c v ery inhr ~st i ng r rticl e writt en by r "l ooker-on " , r nd 
FS i t doFlS Elmost ent ir " lY tith · 'tJ",.; wor ks of' Fr t nk Rich ords 
it is only Appropri a t e tb E1t it sho ul d q, p oar he r o . The 
e rti cl o nppe cr ed in the Svptember issue of' "T h~ I.o.nto rn'~t he 
splendi d l y pr od uc ed stP f'f' megrzi n e of the Qxf"o rd Uni v er sit y 
Pre s s. ",e hcve our own views Pbout our hobby, but es I eei 
l r s t month, it is v ery imp ortf\llt t c kn ow whet ~eo pl o outsid e 
,.ur circl . think . ..f'ter r ePd ing whr t l-!r . Hollie hrs t o sp y 
I un sur e you •-"ill cgr ea thet wo e r e g&tting somuWhur o . 

Th<1r o wos ,i ls o e w,cy nic o tribut e t o the Gem ond "t<:~-~e 
in the Boys • Q\.n PPpe r r cc . ntl,y. This will Fpp ~or next 
month. 

IUJlIS COVllff OF • PIO H"...:.U 

ey; G •• T . Hollis (Orl ord Unive r sity 
Pr e ss) 

It is e mist ek c t o l e t on e ' s re ed ing int or ests bec ome 
t oo n P= ow, m1d of e ll f o rms of' snobbe ry th o lit era ry kind i 
the mos t odious . This r df'l ect i on i s promp t ed by acme 
explorui.:s I mPd e ccmp11retiv el y r dcentl,y - I l l l uded t o some 
of' tht<m in tb " l es t i ss u e of th e LPnt arn Elnd I ~m new musing 
up on r ve ry d if'f' er ent cl Pee of' writi ng ond s n ew f'orc of' 
b ibi olllllni P -..hich it ha s engendered . 

~b out thr ee y eo rs ego th e netiorwl pr es s burst int o 
WlV/ontod prn.gyrice c v &r e b ook on which ordin e ril,y they wou c 
b eve .. es t ed no spoce, f or its subj ect touch ~d neith er th o 
fl es h nor th~ devi l nor Pnythi .ng of' l'. kind lik e l,y t o heve 
ntWsp ep ur - r cede r ap p ea l. The b ~ok ~es B. S . Turn er's 
Boye ,1111 Bo Boys, t n d t he r ems rkl'lbl e r eec ti on of t he 
revi ewer s et imul et &d my curi os ity to tho pi t ch of' r eading i t 
I ml'y say h~re end now thst it richl,y doec rv ee the pre is e 
lrviehed on it, and I stron,,:ly rec o!llllvnd 1 t to boys young e 
old . 

Boys ~1ill Bo Boy s is e pur b de ligh t, b eing t- survey , " 
in so me sense an en th ology, of' juv enil e p ~ri od ic • l e publish e 
c,v~r t he pPst c.mtury . It does not de e l wi th ful l l engt h 
vo lum es of st cries, c nly wit h mPgE'zin es end th e kind of 
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uf' public r t io n w!lic h wcG.:ly e r monthly chr oni c l od th & ~dv&n
tur ~s c f A pt.rticul !"r ~r oup c f ch - rf"ct -ere. ~·er th o his
t ~ricrlly-mind ,id I mPy sPy t hr t it b . tp.ns :·ii th v ~m cy th o 
Vrmpire in the 1840 1 s, rn d pr oceeds by ·.Vf'y of' Sweeney '!'odd , 
Dick ~Tiin,in, J i·ck llc r k ~wPy, lluf'f ol o !Jill, ,-nd Daf'dw~od Dick 
( th cso ,·r e only ~ f ew of its ncst c lgic op s os) t o t he: Herms
worth s ~ri as of the l c t J 19th r nd ef' rly 20th c entury which 
introduced such ~ number of ch~rr ctora t o the dr cPm world Qf 
boyh ood . I disc ov or .:,d the ori gi n of mmiy n, ,mas which c,re 
Epperontly househ old u crds ev en t odey - Saxt on Dl ~kc Pnd 
N~lson Lee emong tho hWltere of crimin Pls, ~nd r host of 
l eg~n dr ry h0r o es of st ori es of' public-sch ool lif &. 

Now it h ~pp "ns t he t I miss ed the OpPortuni ty of' r oPd ing 
Eny of this de l ec t rbl t f'icti on Pt the rga ?:hen I wes mos t 
c Ppr bl e of' Gnjoyi ng it. So, c oncluding th • t it must f' orev e : 
b e l ost t o me , I put out of TIIlf mind tre thought of' pursui ng 
this li t or ery byp r th until it WPS r ecr ll ad t 0 TIIlf mamory by rr 
entry in our Juvenil e Li st . I f ound t h" r ein P book with th e 
pr omis ing titl e of'~ Dr cPdf'ul which led "'" t o supp 0so th,rt 
it \:e s e monogrP ph c,f t he Tarner typ o . I •;c t r copy , and 
elth cugh I em sure it is P v~ry nic e st ory it ·/AB not whPt I 
e:r s lcold.ng f' or. :y disPpp oint mont wes overh ePrd by P b cn o
vol ~nt p&r s on wh0 r ~mr rk ed that if I wes int erest ed in tha 
le gitim Pt o 11peney d.rePd.fuls" th or o work ed rt ._TE<osc'!.en fl roc og 
niz ed authority of th ..,m. Foll o ·1i ng up this clu e I wes led 
t o our Llr. Blyth e , end I gl edly t ak~ th a pr osent opp ort,,xhity 
t o s ey how much I o,. e t u his in d octri ru,ti on . F ,' r lc"r. Blyt h e 
t og ot ho r ·:ti th e Civil Servi ce f'ri end is th e fo un d or c f thu 
Old Boys • Bvck Clu~, Pn or g11nisFti on '7hich exists fo r th e 
benefit o f th o coll oc t or o! jus t such fui;itiv o lit 0r ~turo es 
}tr. Turn er wr ot e cf . He is Dls ~ conn ected with r mcnthly 
oer i odic Pl, the Collectors• Di gost , ~nd ~n Pnnu Pl v~lume -,--nc~ 
in its f'~urth y er r, dev ot ed t o th <, s eme obj ect. I l<:arned 
fr om him the surp r ising f'ect th e t s ome i ssues of b oys• ha lf'
ponny weekli es , published es r ocen t ly as f'orty y ~Prs ego by 
the 1.melg rmat ad Press ( and doubtless having r v ary l e r g~ cir
cul e tion a t th ;; tim e ) ~re nu~, re,ck oned AS bibli ogr r phicrl 
curi ositi es \'Cl.th mrr ket v r lu es r eng ing f'rom f'iv o shillings 
epi ece t o r s IIWD;)'.' pounds . Mr. 2 l yth c i s s omewha t of P 

sp cc i nl ist, posses s ing th o only co'IIJ)lete c oll ~ctian ,:,r Ne lson 
Lee et cri es in exist enc e - th "lt ie t ..... S P.y it ..,/fie ori g in ally 
~leto, but yi e l ding t o th o s o li c it a ti , ·ns of a Lendo n publi" 
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l i br r.ry , he trustin..:,ly r l l o...-:ed s oc & .Jf his ch o ic bs t specime 
t ~ b e t!Xhi bi t ed t hore, ~nd cs they wore ne t ectue.lly g lued 
d o~n inside a seelcd show~ese th e coll eo tioa t o~oy . hse 
el>'torl!l gope and dou.btleee .e ri.....t oollaotor has filled some 
in bis. 

I em no ,, in a cond ition, then:a, t o uzy-instructor, t o 
apes kwith first-h and kn owl edge o:f on e special cl eas o:f thee 
works, th a school st ories, end I am et least '""'re o:f the ·si 
nificence of t,ro cryptic ellusiona in th e very unlikely 
sourc es o:f The Times end The Lancet. The form er in e "third 
l ea der" once spoke of e Mr. Quel ch, evidently a fiction a l 
pedagogue whose fsm e had not reach ed '113' ears , end the latter 
used th e name o:f e c ert a in Bil ly Bunt er, equally unknown to 
me , es s simile for juvenil " obesity - o r, t o use every · 
sch oolboy 's common term, lipodystrophic ed ip os o-ge nitelis. 
Dut I hove l earned more than this. I heve d iecov ered th e 
existence of s most remarkable reel-life chsraoter, Mr.Cherl s 
Homilton, now enj oying the eveni~ of hi s days in his Kantis 
home . ull" . Hemi.lt on was th e ~thor, under v RriOUS pen-nsmee 
of almos t e ll the sch ool stories '1hic h e pp e,. r ed in the Gem 
end t he Megnet ( t wo o f t h& most c ul eb ret ed Herm,.worth mBgB
zin es) <JVery weeek for ove r t hirty y ea rs, besi des other works 
o:f similar lll'ture. This i s e perfectly astounding fe ~ t, it 
involved the writ~ , of one-,,nd-e-helf million words e yeer, 
in cluding the production of two 24-poge story magazines eve 
wee k I llnd Mr. Hemi lton ie still writing; hie ee rly loves, 
c les, died in 194 0 - th c t y cPr of doom for s o many peri od:i c e s 
bu t he is turning out full-l ength sch oo l story b ooks f:or 
several pub li she rs, ~nd inquiries sug g es t th e t these s e11 
out very qui ckly. Presumab ly they meke e perticul ar eppe Pl 
t o ol c/ f ans of th ;e Gem end th e lll.Elgn <>t; it y1ould be interest 
· t o kn ow t ha mode rn boys• re ection. . 

C onefd e tlng 1:he p Qri od or Mr . mnlli lt mr•e eFriy-work ·,- H · 
ms to me t o hcve been of very g ood qu a lity. On those 

re ooc eeions when eno t he r writ e r dep ut ized fo r him, there 
no dif:ficulty in de t ecting the inf eriority- of style Pl

t ,,ouf:h th e feet of substitution was c oref'ully concel'led by 
the publish ers. Mr. Hamilton, by the wPy, pr ~f ers still to 
be. ....nown ca "Fr e.nk llicherds", th e nom~e-plum e wi der whi ch h 
wr c,te f or the~. oltho ugh the t j ournel was junior t o 
tjie Gem, in which he wee " Mortin Cl iff ord". F.ie st ories 
were~w oys of wh~t our f orefath ers c e ll ed en ex ce llent more 
t one , &lth ougb never priggish - his reeders wouldn't have 
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Bt <,od f or th ntt Ilis ch r l' ctere were wall-d.r<:wn and by no 
mer"ns of stoc k typ as . in pr rticul. Pr he s eli!--ns to h<Ve pr eferre 
the bo;y of ·11eckor di spoei tion (hi e boys nr ., no t in l' n:f coeo 
t o be gr oupe d ns . jle r oes, r »s_c<'ls , bul li es , butts, .. tc.) he 
evi dently liked hie Vc,rn on-Sllli ths nnd Ccrdews better then 
hie ';'om Uerry s or even hie Horry "1her t ons. 

Th v st ori es 11r e GJOSt co :miendebly free fr om thrt we11risom 
pr eeent r.tion of sch ool lif e 11s e ronring ferc e in whic!> o set 
of eccentric p ed1>goeues er e forev er the vic tims of prPnkB 
devised by their gr r oel ee s charges. In the few sp ecimena 
of el' rl,y l'!t>c:ffiets which I have seen ther e is 1'hat might elmos t 
ne termed A scholarly ba ck.,ro )lild, w1 th glimpses of clnearOOlllll 
where nctu ul ,,ork i e being don e1 the text is enlivened with 
c l ce eic 11l t .. g s ; boys er e no a,ore despised f or w1nn1ng nc rdem 
i c rewcr<! s then ethl eti c fr.c, e . Not e ll th e t e l es r re bumo s, 
some present serious (th ough seld om fnntestic) eiturtions 
de velo ping epeciel treita of chercct er, but b or e it is to be 
noted too t the outh or nsv or introduc es e r e ligi ous elemen t. 
He is definitely on the side of th e 11ng el s , he sbowa his con
tompe for th e wsetor end th e crook1 he i s r lwnye tol erent of 
th e .,eekll.tl{;, · t hough nev er over-e ontiment 11l. Thie b r l enced 
tra i,tm<ant s ee ms ver;r ,m:c ept ionel in stories of the p •-riod, 
r ddraeeed t oe v<117 wide circl e of ra11ders cf wbom, I eupp oso 
the gr a~t mej orit;r were not older th rn 14 Pnd probeb ly hr d no 
better litar c:ry ep praci e tion than could be geined from the 
n ec essorily bri ef time gi ven to r eed ing in th e st e te sch ools 
of th e dey. 

It is t his l es t p oint whi ch puzsl ee ce . Th ese st ori es 
described th u life of P privil<Jg9d clRss, their setting must 
h ~ve been utt erly unf r :o:ilirr to mos t o f t h ei r re ade rs end, 
one ....,ul d heve t h ought , os ob noxi ous to tb ol!l es th e newspaper 
accounts of lif e in the !!!Ore exo tic Ho.l]Jw.ood cir cl. ee ere t o 
us- todf'.Y ( f't l ees t the:r r r e to me) . Di d th e re l'd ers id enti.f 
themae lT ee with th e che.rrcters, oe en ellrlier gen ore tion wPs 
sa i d to do 'With hi ghwey,:,en-beroes, or es t oen-<'gera of t odey 
ore supposed t o do ct the c in ema? I once ll8k ed our Mr. 
L' Eetrexlg9 m,y Pll school stories were of public s ch oo ls; 
s eeinv th ~t ec smell o section of the community enjoyed such 
en upbringing. He rs ,rured me t hrt t o publi eb f'rJ/1 othe r kind 
cf st ory ..'oul d be to court f Pilur«, thPt no cCWlcil-echool b 

oul d crra t o re ed the most vivid ~cco unt of lif e in P counci 
sch ool. 
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In 1.;y l r st f'rticl o I r c,coune nded y ou t o s ee?pl, <'n unusu. 

ld.nd of m~gPzin ~ I had coo.a Pcr os s . I c rnno t r~oet th e 
t1C:.:.vic v in conn oxtion v.rith t h & works of "Frank I<ichttrda" 
b~cPUBG &xe mpl ~a of hi s 6Frly writings ore now co ll ~cto rs' 
r eriti ee. But I SU(lges t t h• t enyon e who is int er ost ed con
tects :.r . Blythe, ·,IWbsse Old I;oy s Book Club is I under ste .nd 
glad t u welcome r~cruits. Those Rho like to beve th e eAnc
tion of fnshion f or th eir int ur ;,sts , should know thet e :film 
is in pr epar e ti on nh ich depicts th o l '.egn ot che r ect ers; that 
it is propos ed t o put t he~ on Televisi on; th Pt th,zy ,e r e in<
clu ded in P t r lk brc edc eat r ec , ntly in t he Third Pr o~r r nme; end th s t th J g ~n vr s l ques tion uf the plece of th & stori e s in 
li t er e ture wee once en r rticle of dobe te betw ee n l'r . Geo r ge 
Orwell c.nd ,x . Neel Cov.i,r d ! 

The "Riv .: le of noor. ood" s ~ems t o he va sc or f. . 
for I hove r ec eived many g lo wing l ette r s about it. Hor e • s 
e r evi ~'W fr Xl one satisfied r ee der. 

;:;;v:r:::n OF T:;:;;: IW7 HCO~OOD noo,: 
Dy l<oge r J1i. J enkins 

Jil!mlr Silv er f ans sho ul d be very pl Laae d et the App os r
enc e of "Hiv t ls of Rookwood" '1hic h h.aa just b een publi shed 
!~rndevill es Pt 7/6d . Thi s must be t he lo ngu st sing l e sto ry 
ever t o have b~en writ t en about th e Fi s tic s l Four, but t h~,y 
ere s till th e srm t ch ee ry quart e t ~ho code th eir l r at r ogul o 
l' pp &P rFnc e over c qurr tc r of P century "g o t The st ,,ry 
r evol ves Pr ound Love ll ' s blu s t ering ett empts t o get his ch 
excus ed from do tonti on, but, n~odl es s t o SPY, th e only pro 
gr ess h~ cokes i s from th e fryi ng -p r n int o th e fir e . The 
most p l ec sing c.spec t of th e st ory is th o cPnn er of mellow 
goo cL-nDture .in which it is written1 we find th et even 
J,:r. Men:lere h, s r, good si de t o hi s ne tur e . In short, thi.s 
is C> st ory whi ch will epp eol not only to Hookwood f r ns but 
t o e ll l overs bf Chcrl es H~Dilt on •s work. 

Magn e t Titl es (c ont 6. ) 
" S " denot es Subs titut e 
778 S Thb J r p of Greyf'ri ere. 779 , The New Boyle Secret . 
780 (&) Detec t i ve Bunt er. 781, Th& Schoolboy Hermit. 782 , 
Just Lik e Bunt er. 783, Str Hgh t r s e Di e . 784 , Fri ends e t 
1, st. 705 (S ) .'..lonzo th e ~thl &t e . 786 ( S ) The Sporting 
Chcmpi on . 787 ,!lun tor's LEt est . 788(S) The Supr uoe Sccrifice . 
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789. :Cilly '.Junt&r ' s llo-.. t-r ec e Pe.rty . 790 ( S) ~ ¥.ess.- ge fr or.i 
t ·,e See . 791 {S ) Th<> J es t er of Gr ey-fri ars . 792 {s ) ru.v , ls 
end Chums. 79 3 , Row kviso n e r.me to Gr<,yfri ers. 794 , The B 
with p :;Jad Nvoe . 795, Under the Shedow. 796, A Friend in 
Noed , 797, ~ Debt Reprid. 798, The Hrnd of t he En"IIIY , 
799, Levison•s Triumph . 800 {S•) Tb<.1 Heunt ed Camp. 

THE f.m:I: 7EO WUOTE FOR BOYS 

llo . 3. - Dt1vid Goodwin 

lly fi~rb ert Lecken by 
Duri.ne, th e run of our Br ed.for d I:xbibition r. young 

r "oo rt er on " York shi r o, p~p.sr r eng me up . I c .iul d t ->11 by 
bis lllf'nner rnd bis questions that h" wes only young . However 
h& kep t me t clking quit e o long time, end if our conve rs eti o 
bod been publi shed verb et i a it woul d have filled r bout thr ee 
columns of his pAper. One question he vsked me, efter 
esc ort eining cy tlge , wvs ' 'Do you think the boys • weekli es of 
tod ay t r EO t s good os th os e of your sc booldeys? " N.eedl ess t 
sey l!1/f r eply wr s fl derisiv e flnd emphetic "No, " end I ga ve 
him whst I t houet, t were convinci ng r ea sons f or sPying so . 

;,. f ew hour s l at er his "l"i t e-up on t he :;:x}tlbiti on ~ 
sppeer ed; cbcut he lf s column . It wes evi dent he WPS a 
young r eporter becaus e he talk ed, f or inat Ance, ebout"tt o pap r 
call ed t he JM'lgnet," wher eas , of cours e , El mor e seoso ned scri 
would, D10r e likely thru, not , hflvc ssid " the good old Magnet 
of :.lilly ilunter f e.me." r 

ilut v,bot rcr lly di d ril e me , end gave me e f ellow fae li 
f or Bob Blyt h" , .,,.s wbc•t h3 sa id <>-bout r,zy-first l ov& - t he 
Boys • 'Fri end. Thua, -

"One mvg~zine, The Boys • Fr iend , proudly cl aims on it s l 
cover "Tb& vbj eo t of th e Boys• Friend i s to aSl\lBe , instruct 
~nd edvis e boys ." I see robed i n v ein fo r something emusing 
The ~dvi ce sec cad t o be on how t o bl0\ 7 your enemy out of 
e:xia tence . " 

Well, I' 11 t ell you I f elt lik e .;i ving tha t cub r eport e 
v rini; end tal k in a BevPnish mE>nner ebout the Pr es s, For 
one thing , ell he woul d be eble t o see w-ould be the front 
peg& vs t ll th o papers were secure in gl es s cvses . 

Niw perhops you <re wondc~ing whet e ll this hes t o, do 
,nth tll:e subj ec t of this arti cl e . I'll expl ain. Tha copy 
of the Gr een •Un be was criticisi!l!( 'Ould of o c ~rt einty b 3 



! one port r f'yi ng r sc ~ne fro m 11Br i tein Invt'lded", P st ory wri tt-i 
I by J ohn Tr ege llis, b~tter known es Df'vid Goodwin, but Pctu e lly 
Sydn ey Gowing. j 

j Thet st ory wee written in l9o6, eight y eo rs before the I 
c.utbr ee k of th e First Grart '1e r, end it wcs f ollow ed by tw o 
sequ e ls, "Dri t rin flt Bay" end ''Britain's Revenge" . In a ll~ 
th ase st ories r an tw o y ears ond were brilliantly illustrPted 
by Val Reeding.• 'Tis tru o the two her oes of the st ories, S e 
Pnd Steph en Villiers ( of another GreyfriArs School) did dc,ed 
of derring do, defied complete be ttelion.s, Pnd captured Ge 
generels, but that•s the wr,y of st ories. Boys wouldn't hPv 
r eed t h&lll if t he heroes be d spent th eir time p ee ling spuds 
th e c ookhous e. Ther e wpe plenty o f deeth nnd destruction, 
but anyway n othing es horrible es V2's ond etom bombs. 

Lik e I s eid of Henry St.J ohn l est month, I don't think 
David Goodwin hl' d eny l'rmy or nPVl'l expe rience , which msde 
e ll th e more remar keb l e bis skilful des cription of deployman 
of troops on l end end engageme nts Pt s ee . It's true, of 
course, thet we never suf f er ed invasion by lond, but I ht'Va 
vivid w"mories of e cert ein Saturday ni g ht in Sept&lllber 1940 
when many V .I.P's in military circl es b elieved it wee stl>rt 
· !)evid Goodwin, cs J ohn Tre g el li s, wrote further stories 
on the same lin e s, ell cf whic h cp p e~r "d in the Boye• Friend 
These ware "Keiser or ~ ·, "The Flying Armedatt, "The 1,egio 
of th e J{eieer'' ,md "Und er the All ies Fl e.g". It is " note b l 
f eet th at "The Legi ons of the iCd ser'' st erted " few w"e ks 
bef ore the First Greet './e r br oke out. Yes, despit e our y o 
r &port er , I think it c en b e sPid tho Boys I Friend did instru 
eve n if in th e se perticulo r instl'nce~ it didn't emuse. 

Dut l et 's le av e thet cynic a l sc ribe end h t v e e l ook Pt 
some of th e ot he r deligh tful stories Devid Goodwin wrote -
the r e were scores of th em. His first ae rial~ "The Boy Be rg 
owners/' eppeered in the Boys• Friend in 1903 ·. When i-t wPe 
announced I wesn•t i.mpreesed. " Ho" 's this new ch ap go ing t 
ge t eny excitement out of c barge?" I s Pid •o myse lf. I w s 
soon conv erted, for it was pe ck ed with thrills . It 111USt 
hl've mede e hit, f or it WPS quickly follo ·Ned by "Gunf1eet J 
e yarn on simi l a r lin es, in th e Boye' Realm. Some years 
later th er e w,,e l'n other one i n the s eme p epe r , ''D..-ve the 
Bl'rg eboy :• 11B c reaul t of bis first successes David Goodwin 
wee k ept busy fo r y oe rs on the Hermaworth p apers, who epp Pre 
ly h ed sol~ ri gh t t o his services. Some of my fevouri te 

· considered c 
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n" v..r Dt vid Good win. Tt ,re WPS " Uoj t'b Dick' ' f or in s t r nce, 
bis first f or th e Boys • Pert>ld jus t a ft er its st ert. I stil 
reoem ber the impati ence with which two pe ls Pnd JIIYBOlf wPi t e 
f or the nllXt inst Pl ment. Then n little l c t or in th e seme 
peper ceme two yarns of en entirely different typ e . "On 
'l'lllpin • s Ri ghwoy" end "Tho Bleck Mssk". 

A cont r oet r g,,i n - stories of mill life; ";. Lf'nc Pshire 
I.c-d" (Boye• R<Mll!l); "The "iEIZ' of t he Mille" , end " Clogl end" 
(Boys • Her a ld); " .,!en t o Man" ,,nd "Sch col rutd Mill" bo t h in 
the " Boys• Friend". St ories s uper b , e ll of th e.ci. Toet nut ? 
\thy , sc hoo l stories, top of the form sch ool st ori es. Like 
n~nry St .J ohn with hie St. Bssile, Dovi d Goodwin l:ed hl.s 
f evourit e se et of l ea rning, St. Simeo ne . It WM " more 

l
stetely, mor o Eto n-lik o pl ace then St.Desils, with n Canon 
f or its Hued , end sons of ee rle r nd duk es emong its resident s 
One rec e lls nostl'lgioly, 11Bc'IT9dt", "Redc es tl e C::. Co . e t 
St. Sim eons" , "The Gypsy of St .Simeons" , "The e.:-nour of 
St .Sim eons" , t he first in the " ;Joys • !!efll.m", t h " ot hers in 
tho "Boys' Fri end'', Other school st ori es by the indu s triouaf 
euthcr were ''F ore ste r of St. Osyths " ( lloys ila elJ:i); "The Terror 
of th e Romove" and "T ho Ced of St . Corton •s (Boys Her11ld ) . I 

_ correspondent s oid t o me the other dAy, "Do you 
r emember Dovid Goodwin 's " Ili ddi J S of th e Fel\rlese" in the 
Boys ' Fri end? " Do I? RPthe r l '.lhy , I cons i der it one of the 
fin est s ~ri r.ls ever to epp eer in e boys • p ep dr, o r ollicking 
ycrn of th e .ting ' s Nr v eo as it wee a t t ho ti.Cle it wee written 
I t wes f oll o., ed by "The Fool of th e Neyy'' which WPS P wort hy 
compani on. 

Oth er Goo dwin-Tre g el li s st vries which oome eesily t o 
cdnd wer e "J eck 0' Tho F e.nan., "The House of G!'rt h", "Secret 
ot the Thrmes" rnd "J llck 0 ' The LooiD". 

hr l'ddtt1 on-io ,,n tlr ese.i t or i lls f or boys this prolific 
auth or wrot e s ev ers l :>f ".&llBWurs" f amous s ..?ri t l s . These we 
l a t er pu bli shed in b ook form. He e l so penn ed numerous com
pl ~te s t ori es f or " Penny Pict ori e l". Fo r t ho se Pdult pttpore 

e wro t e PS J ohn Goodwin. 
Al though DEvid Goodwin ond John Tr .ogell i s wer e guil ty of 

f ew c li ches or menn eri sme which ge ve them t<Wf'y I be g 1>n t o g ,, 
th e conviction the y were one p·nd the same., ~nd I WE'S elwe ye 
th e l ock-out for clues. One dP.y I got on e - lik e this. 
Instead of th e r e l' l Christi cn neme of t he he r o in t' "Tr ege lli " 

t or:r , t h at of on e 1n o Goodwin st ory r pp eering 1n PnOt he r 
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p i per ~t t h~ s ~~& t i me bed slipp ed in end ea c e.p ed the eeg l e 
uye vf th e printer•e r ee de r It hedn' t eeceped t h e eye cf 
thi s avid r ee der , who didn 't ge t pv i d fo r l ooking! In hi gh 
g l ee I wr ot e th e editor of th & " Bc,yB' Friend", t ol d Mm, " nd 
ot th& aaoe ti I:19 g,, v e him e list of th e et o riee of the "two" 
auth ors I knew from memory. Promptl)- ca me e r eply a eying 
he hlld e ~nt m:, l e tter on t o Dcvid Goodwin b <,c llue e he h ad 
fvund it eo int ere sting. · 

A fe ~ days l e ter, t o my- delight, c ooe e l e tter from 
David Goodwin Mmeelf, aign ed with whAt I wee to leern wee 
his r eel n ame - Sydney Gowillg. It w..a " br ee zy, fri endly 
le tter , on e I treasured f or y ,;e ra. Whf't'a more , with it h e 
s ent fin l'u t ogre phed co py of " b ook of hie anti tl ed "The HouaE 
of t:erney". He t ol d me, with e chuckle, th e t it wv a reFlly 
thl>t Boys • Heelm seri f' l "Deve the Ber ge- boy'' r eha sh ed f' littl 
r nd given th e digni t y of stiff co vers. It wil l hav e 
l'pp ee red on m"1'\)' e li bre ry shelf. '1ho s a id "bloo ds" I 

~omathing alee h e to l d me wes th et rnother b ook of hie, 
"ll. DelJ6hte r in Revo l t ", under hie reel neme wee -being filmed 
by H<=pwort h , the beet Britis h film co mpeny oi' the "silent" 
d qe. 

Now I rubbed my- ey es et that, f or th ere we e e re mer!mblE 
coincidence l'bout it . Onl.y " f ortni ght or eo ee rlier I h ed 
r eed th a t v ery boo k. I conf~se it neve r dflwned on me I wee 
res di n;,; a s t ory by r:,y f evouri t e Devid Goo dWin , but in th e 
mi c'dle of it I h• •d e:xcl ,,imed to my-self , " J:y word I thie st ory 
would m,,k e " jo lly .:c od f i lm." Str ange ly enough , whe n it 
did r ev ch the cine mas I never S ElW it. 

I wee once told David G,-odwi n Wl'S e men o f l'mpl e ,; irth. 
IT tb e t w, ,s so it Wllsn•t b oc 0 ua e he v,es idl e . I beli ,:,ve, 
t oo , h ~ wee in e pos iti on t o be eble t o sp end e guod dee l of 
his tioe yachting - E'M- wr l:t1Jlg-1'or-b oya for pl eee ure. Some 
y ea rs ego I haerd ha wes in K0IJYP. 

I wonder if he is s till e live . I hop e s o , f or t o me be 
wee ki ng of Sbri e l st ory writers in t he days of lllY y outh, 
~nd I lik e to think the.t such men ere st i ll with ue. 

~· Boy s J ournals, Noa 1,2,3,4. 68,69,72. Boys Fri<md 
3d Librfl ry, Nos. 2,5 , 7, 8 , 10. 196,59 5. ·l d Va rvel No. 393. 
For J:.;xch enge, Boys O..n 3d Librery, Nos . 4,14, 24,67,70,75,78. 
E . Dli gh t, Const,mtine BP.y, St. t(err,yn, Pede tow. 



OLD vOYS' BOOK IILUJ 

Londo n Sec tion. 3l ~ckh cl' th. Oct ober 21st. 

!... ne n venue with th e popul er De Fcons PS the hos ts snd j 
the hi gh st £lnd Prd of maetil'l88 ful ly r.,_Rint Elin ed And the , 
r v e reg e r ttend r nce w~ll up t o et nnde rd, viz.24, whet more I 
cr.n be sPi d? Ohl' irman Lon op en ed with ,., few congr<'tulet ~ryj 
r emPrka t o the hosts And th en th e fo= l busin ess ""a s oon l 
obly d<>nlt with. :. past el mdmbers• ba ll ot wee then h eld 
end th e f ortun Pte :nE>mbers wer e J.Ir e ldi , R.Nic holls , -1. 0rr, I 
~nd H . !'ri ce . Books wi ll b e s ent t o th em es s oon es evPi l- • 
~bl c . Refr e:ehments wer e the n t c,k~n, 11 v ery fine s pre e d , I 
rnd then o v ary int e lligent quiz, co e,posoo by non D~Pcon , j 
·,,PS won by c. ~{ri ght with Cliff "ie llis second and Bob Tfhit er I 
third. The E lioin, tor quiz f c ll owced, key word P~dr o , and 
thi• 1<ss won by th e two st alwe rts Bob ':7hi t or l'nd Len Prckmanj 
wi th Ei l ee n Reyno ld s third. .;, te em quiz \7PS then h eld And I 
s ome v ery int e lli ge nt quGations Pnd pna~,rors were given. 1 
Future good t hings t o come ar e t Plks on Gwyn f,vcna by mysel 
"Tho Bullseye" by Bob '7h1 ter, end "The Vict 0ri en .Popere " by 

I
C .'7ri gh t. ..fter the t r lka it is int ende d t o h,·ve P quiz Oilj 
the subjec ts de elt with . Th<lro will be r eadings by R.J e~ 
end Bob : fhiter e le o t o com<t, Pt th e next two meeting s which 

!
' will be h eld e t F.ui,e Hous e on Nove~ber 18th end 7o od Green 
.on Dccm:ib or 16th . :,r,y o ember who r equires copi ~e of th ej 
Skilt on and nm devilL books including th e "..:..Utobi ogr aphy" 

, t1r e l'Bked t o c ont oct me. ~d s o enother ouri od cf "Heppy 

I Hours'-'_ t ermi nated -- end it - w,,e wel ~; ; '.'J: t e·= , ----

OLD BOYS 
I 

BOOK CLUTI 1 
~l.,rthern So ction r·eeting. Oct.l~/51 

I t was good t o hPve R~g . Huds on pr esiding from the ste 
, ,g,,in in th at p attern f or ~ll ch Pirmen wAy of hie . Th er e 
I wr,e e formidcbl e counter Pt tracti on in Leeds with the T .V . 
; sh o,• et th e Theot r e Roya l. Des pit e th s t we be d en ettendPnc 
I of 15 , on e b eing v n e" memb er, J oseph Owons, t o whom ileg . 
! ext ended e hearty we l come . I 
! Th v minutes of lnet swe ting wer e re Pd end p re sed with~ 
! di scus ei on. Gerry '..llis cn "lr oduce rt figures t o s ho,. th e I 
·----- -- -- ·-· ftd tnen rete 
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libr s ry ·.,es s till flourl s hing. He th . n r ofc rr ed f co lingly 
t o th e l "iaont e d deet h of J ohn ~·edc reft , s eying .bo t o gre Pt h ,;l p he b ad b een in suppl;ring just th e p apere re quir ed f or 
the librar,y. 1.. r es olution ezpreasing the sympa tby of th e 
c ~eting with ~:rs . iJedCTf'ft , h <>r&dlf en invelid, ,ms then 
pa ssed. 

Th~ Christ.Dea Pa rty, to be orrenged fo r Df.cember 8th, w th .. n r &ferred t o . Oil this o cc E>BiOD it is h op ed t o hBTI> a 
"knif e find f ork to e" es wi, s oy- in Yorlcahire. :llembere 
pres en t were urged t o 1',t the s ecr e t Ary know in g ood tim e if 
the;y intend t o be p r es ent. .l..beent """"ber s pl eeae noto, t oo It wos o grt111d occas i on l Ast y-ee r . Help to IDBke i t equ,, l ly
so this colllin8 one - th e more pre sent th e ca rri e r. 

I f<>llowed id .th , ·n ac count of .:;y Lendo n t rip en d l!1Y 
visit t o Fr&lk Richards. 

Then camo tw o nov el f <.oturea. The fir s t ><<'B ",,r,;r Ques 
tionsT' Hure Reg invited someone to ee k" qu ~e ti on - on en., t opi c . Fol l owed " discussion in which e ll could j oin in. 
The r s ~e re plenty of qu .,s ti ona end qui to"liee rt;r deb r t o th o 
in6'Vit e bly we found ours e l..-es drifting on t o our particular 
hobb y-. 

Soco nd f e atur e wee e n dw kind of quiz, compi lad by
CbE>ir1l>l'n Reg . From " Billy Bunte r's Pos t e l Ord e r" h e h ad 
sel ec ted s ome s hor t s snt611Ces, the reme r lce of 15 diff eren t 
ch er ecters. Th es e w<,re r ee d out one by- one E>nd th e c om
p &ti t or hl' d to try ll?ld decide who hr:d sDid th em. It proved 
very inte r esting . The y ow,g ~at member pr e s ent, Kei th Kni gh 
came out th e winner with twe l vs - e ve ry good eff ort • 

.'ut ogethe r e v ery p l ea sant ev ening WPS spent. 
Next Has ting: Se turday , Novec ber 10th , 6.}0 p. m. 

: .nd t o rep ePlt - Chrht mos Po rty, December 8th. 
•H. L.•.CKENBY, 

North ern Section 
Cnrreepond en ---- -- ------

Uepo rt of th e Se pte mb er 17th Meeting 
of t ho O .n .B . c • "MIDLAND ENTHUSI.lSTS" 

.:.Pvl cgi &e f or absenc e were r ec aived from All en Fletcher 
who "" er e s orry t o beer is 111 , M d th e Rev. 'J ilson ~f 
Li chfi eld . 

Twenty-thr ee of us wer e pr ea ont t>t this - our se..-enth 
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lie e ti ng since our in F1J8UXBt1on l es t .',pril. .:..ft e r the 
tti.nu tos end Corr esp on denc e had bee n r ePd, th ~ Chairman 
ann ounced th r t o"'1ng t o her vy pressure of his end l ess 
duti e s, th e Iecv • .:.. Poun d ha d r e luct Antly r e linquis hed his 
off i ce of Club Tr ePs ur er , r nd Norr.ir n Gr eg ory h Pd t rk orr ove r. 
Mr . Pound of' c vurs e r er::ll'ins e full l-'~ b er o f the Club . 

..f t er Norma n had g iv en his f in an c i a l s t a t ement , members 
were ur ge d by th e Se cr e t 8ry t o subs c ri be t o t he "Col l ect ors• 
Dig e st " . I t .,,as point ed ou t to the m whe t en imp ort c>nt 11 
b ~twee n Co ll ecto rs of Old Boys • Pape r s this gr end maga zin e 
is. :..S th e "Twenty Ques ti ons " sessio n was s o popul or l flst 
t ime, we hf'd enoth er, end o t eE'lm of lle s sr s. CArol in o Sc ott, 
}!rs. D" ve y, Norll!"n Gre go ry a nd Your s Truly; Objec ts like 
D' .:.Il.CY' S l!ONOCIE , !'.HS . JGllllLD' S C\T, D'c . LOCK' S SCG!('S, e t c. 
wer e econ dispensed ·.,·i t h . Then J ock Corb e tt , who h~d b 2en 
..qu esti on mas t e r" hand ed ove r t o f ir. DllVey ; and th e r es t 
of t he 1;emb ers hed e go s t ob j ec ts l ik e BllNTmt ' S STICKY 
POCKLTS; ;';::J)RO - SEXTON BL .KE' S DOG, e tc • 

.:.n enc cur aging numb er of peop l e ord er ed e. cop y o f the 
"Compl e t e List vf l{.egne t Titl es " pric e ono s hilling erc h . 
Thos e er e being prepe r ed by our ChPirme n . Str rt ing next 
mont h we er e hol ding our Meeti ngs in ne ~ quar te r s , n 3moly 
THE TC7:nlSEI,'D CLUD, 65 Cr.llRCH STREET, BM'.I.N G!UI 3. Our 
fi r st meeting in our n ew "ILG " wi ll b e on Octo be r 29th , Pnd 
by unen imous v o t e we e r e st e r ting h tilf ~n h our e,i rli e r, Ett 
7- 30 p. m. ~fvul dn ' t it b e gr ,ind if we bed s ome lee ding 
tLG?IEl' p e r s on e li ty l i k e 1'.r . ChPpm~n t o visit u s . 

<Je e r " n ow enr o l ling Pos t fll Membe rs et 12/6 pe r y <il'r. 
If y ou • :ve int e r est ed rnd c en • t atte nd 0ur lfc cti ngs, j oin our 
Pos t e l M~mb er s hip l ist now , Pnd b e we ll inf o:rn ed , Pnd ~ el l 
served . 

The l a st it ez:i of th e - m"6t ing wl'S t ha s~lee Tr bl e-.--Pnd 
it's e f'lll1I\Y thing - n o mnt t er whP t books wa put on sh ow, 
i t's el way s th e l.!.:.Glffir in gr ee t e st dem=d . 

Che eri o li:veryb od y, 
P . t . MELI.O;i , Sac r e t Pry . 

O.ll. ::3.C . ( Mers eysid e Section) 
Inaugur a l meeting e t ',(e terl oc Hous e , 7 Cr osby :(ce d , 
Sout h , Liv e rp oo l 21, on Sun dey S~pt eGbor 30th , 1951 • 

...fte r t he obj 0cts e tc. of th e club were expi c1ne ~ , it w,,s 
un enimously dec i ded t o csrry on with t he projec t, l'nd a 
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c h~i~ n !:n d s e c r e t ary ,·, ..,r e .Jl e ct ed 9 th\...s e b eing Don ,ebs t e r 
rnd Fr e nk Cas e r osp -..ctiv a ly. .....i~ys a nd mer ne wer e then dis
cussed, i.nclu ding " pr op os l' l t o institut e t'n cdvertising 
eampt':f8n i.n t he local press, end i t is hop ed to g et e goo d 
re sponse b:, m&Bn8 of this publici t;,. !.f t e r p s rt f'ld.ng of 
r e fr.,ehm ents - g enero usly provid e d gr l' tis b:, Mrs. :rebat e r -
" brisk trede wea done in th e l ibr f'ry , r nd it was fina lly 
a rranged to ho ld th e 'next meeting st the Pbovo eddrees on 
Sundey, October 28th. Proce edinge wer e on o most triendly 
end informel basis, which eugara we ll f or t h e future. 
~ = ilervyu, .Jim sTf>lsh, Pe t or ',"{ebst e r , 

G. Simps on , Ile ;y Brown, G. Horton, Don "lobster ( ch e irm,,n ) 
e nd F renk Case ( s ec r ete ry ) . 

( Heil I Meree;yaido 1 Mey y our nuJDbere quickly grow. 
H.L. ) 

Ui<GENTLY '.1..:.NTED N;.ls on Le" LibrPrles Old Se ri es 1915-1920 
Number s l,4,6,7,ll , 12, 14, 15 ,16,1 7, 22 , 27,30, 31, 34 , 40 , 42,46, 
49,5 0 , 51,53 , 59 , 6o,62,64,65,66,67,66,69, 71,7 2 ,73,75,76 , 78,8 2, 
84,85 , 86,88,92,102 ,1 03. I f'm willing to pe;y on;y pric e f or 
t h~ s e or will ex c llllnge -Old Serles Na ls on Lee11 Pt th o rete o f 
3 issu es f o r ea ch on e of l'bov e Nos. I h,,ve s ome 400 issues 
for exchengs ; aJ.so em pr ep P.red t o exc h ange Uni on .Jacks, 
b ef or e 1925, end first o l d series Sazt on Bl ak e11 fr om m;r own 
coll <.-ction f or en;y of eboV9 issu es. .J .R . l\!Urt f'gb., 
509 Se lw oo d a cad , Restings, New Ze e l and. 

P.:.M!LTONI.,NS! n.c n;.:.s:;; YOUR COLL3CTION? Fo r any ONE of th 
fo llowing - Magne ts, 769 -77 3 inc. ; 776 ;789;81 1-864-65;917; 
Gems , 604; 815 - 18 inc . ; 86 4. I will send yc,u (i.n Pdve nce) 
any T'.10 of th e fo ll owing - 1!.Pgn et s, 575,593 , 594, 765,845, 85 1, 
863,81..5 -,929-3 0,9} 2.-~ 6 inc. G...._862, .1291-,l -~~~.--1391....8-9- -
F or $ . O.L . 202 I of fer No .59 ( Greyt'riere ) Or will bu;y f' U:, 
wanted Nos. li st ed f o r c eah. HPV9 l' l110 } Elter nos. f or 
exch f' .Dg B with similar . 1Jrit e t o .Jf's. 1Jo lsh, 345 Stenlq Rd , 
X:l.rkdel e , Liv e rpool 20 . 

~ = Gems ,ind iw ;,nets Up t o 11oe. 12 00. S . O .L's, Chrunpion 
Librsr.l. e11 find 4d Boys ' Fri.and Librari es. Send lists wi.tb 
prices t o C .~ . Sve r e tt, Box 7 , Brinlaro rth, South ..ustr<>li e . 

'JI.NTED: P ink Union .Jeck, Boy s Friend L1brerie11 c on t a ining 
et v ri es b:, Sidney Drew end H" rry T . J ohnaon. Stete price 
§{~d. FrF.Dk Willis on , 6 Mered it h Str ee t, Cr!ldl e:, Heeth, 
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TEE N:::ISON Lc.."J COLUQ ! 

Commwiicetions · t o Robert Blythe , 
46 C!rle! £~ Rd. , Holloway , London , Jl.7. 

This oonth we welcome t o the Column ~ old friend 
,Cher lie ~fright with on <1rti cle on th e N3leon Lee <1s he 
remembers it. Ju, e l over of old boys• books his t•ste11 
r enge over every "1.de field, whether com:l.ca or .\.ld1ne11 , 
sexton Bl ake or Nelson Lee. St. Franks or the Hemilton 
11chools , be i s equelly •t home with the m sll. 

So , g entlemen, pray silence for Charles. 

ThOlJG!ITS vN THE IL.,LSON L"!E LI!J' c.Jrr 

By C. ,·:right 

L1bre~!
8
bStt!,1;f i: f~t ei pi:~~ ~~ es !if 8o~~il a~~ 1:ggu~ 

thirty yel'rs. 
I firs t be.,a n buyin,; it when th e detective at c ri ee were 

rwini.I>g, Fnd s ome fine series wer e published, eepeciAlly 
those de ~li ~ with the Gree n Triengl e , the circ l e of Terr or, 
rnd Jim th e Penmen. Th e first copy I can remembe r buYing 
""e ca lled, I think, " lf.onn the .Miser'' . :!lven tu e lly 1 t .oes 
enn cunced that Lee and Nipper wer e l ee ving Grteys Inn Roa d 
and the hom,aly ll!rs . Jones and were going to St .Fr enlts Colle 
as l,l:sat~r Lnd pupil, t o esc op e th e Attentions vf e Chinese 
t ong. Thie s ~emed to me then ~s ~ ~,o d ide e, e.nd wtts cer
t einly a change from th o usu<1l run of detective t a l es, not 
re r li sing of c.::.urs,3 thot th e ~lg emF't ed Press 'Her e r.bout t o 
chFngo it int o whet wes virtu ally ~ sch oo l yern in the s erae 
st;rle r·s the !.IP.gn at end G~m. ' ,h en I r ~a lisad th e t St .Fr ,. 
beacom..t ,- st'ey"r.11'd- Nrrsotrmna Nipp er hni'. 6ecom~ p ermt,
nent inmPtes, I wee not s o sure <'bout cerrying on with it. 
But it mu.rt ~e " dmi tted t he t Edwy See rl es Brooks worked the 
change ev er very cle v erly, end in P very sho r t s pPce of time 
bis ch PrPcters were f'rrivi ng e t the sch ool Pt P gree ·t r e te 
Fnd I f ound my.13elf lil<.i ng t he st ories more and more unt:IJ I 
W!!S rlmost PS SPtiBfied wit h i t ~s I w .. s wit h the l,legne t Pnd 
t he Gem. 

I cen vividly rememb er the "rriv<'l of Reggi<> Pitt wilt · 
t ;,rough his br d ,.;eye wes speedily nickn ~oed the 'Serpent", 
but he Fft e n 1erd s ref ormed end bec f>i!l.e cc r ~: ,:-.r l e st:1 t" :nodal 
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cna r ect er. The i'r otwood Twins " nd )>ha Colonel Cli nt on e eri e~ 

com& r &~. ily t o adnd . The bzy'st e rious X Sdri es , the vill ein 

of th e pioce turning out to be • lordly six th f orruer ,Frinton, 
I thi .nk his name wes. Then c.mong ;1mny others oaCJ.o :Meson 

the "Boy from Bermonds ..ty" wt.i.ch sto ri es af ter,n,rds l ed to on< 

of IJr . Br ooks • f amous ho lid &ys ebrood s e ri e s, of which h e 

Eft erwrrds wro t e so Illtlny , ond it must be conf e ssed thet a l

tho ugh~ of us now think t h~t e gr eet number of t hese 

s eries were f er -fe t ch ed , - et t ha t timo we d evoure d them with 

absorb ing int er es t, f or if th ere wes on u thin,,; that E.S. B . 
coul d do well it wes epinni~ en inter es ting y arn celcul Pted 
to hold P boy ' s int er est . 

Ile co rt einly produc ed lllllny fine che rcct ers rmong whom 

were Fe tty Li ttl e , r /illy BPndforth "nd Archie Gl ent ho rn e , t h, 

lest nr.ced being one of my fa vouri tes , b eing v ery reminisc en i 

of P .G; :;od eho ue o . He als o hod hie riv a l schoo l , t he "Ri v er 
Hou se ", and <·ls o P gi rls ' school, but in 11\Y opinio n this wee 

ov &rdr cwn (I hop e thet this do cs no t bring th e wre th of 

IJr . Blyt he down upon my h .. sd). Howave r, on looking b E'ck s t 

the Nulson L&e Li br ary throu,.h edult eyes it e c£1:1S t ho t 
!dr . Br ooks did e v v,ry fins job to ko ep it going r.e long e s 
ha did, because on Edi to riol orde rs , o s h & essure d us , he 

be d , o t urn e de tective weekly into a school "'":ikly .11th t he 
det&c tiv e el ement n er rly Plwey e pr e sen t , end v.hen v,e r omemb e 

th e t he wes j nt cri ng a fi eld alrea dy cet cr od f or si nc e 1908 
by t he t schoo l- sto ry genius l'.r • .Fr, nk H.ich a.rd s , ,.~ can see 
th~t hi s t ea k was by no CGens EID e,:,sy ono. He Cll'de r e meey 

of hie ch erect ere ee diff er ~nt es possible fr om Gr eyfria.rs 

ond ~t.Jicd (n o us ey job thi s) ~nd t rying to "" ku the school 

r nd th e e t moeph ~r o s aem di ff ~r en t by s u ch sli ~ht diff er ences 

e s a tri angl e i nstead of th e univ or sol " quPd ", l otters on th 

study door s i ns t ea d of figure~ r t l ~est in th e or rly yo :rna , 

en d E·leo the v ,;,ry br ee zy stylo of Lee o s e wstor , Compnre 

if you cen Mr. Lee ~~th tdr . Quolch t rud of coursd t he c on

trov ersi el h oli day s t ori e s . Som~ of th e se woro very 
ste rtli ng end ~ould cocpr r e with so me of the f ont e etic 

fiction of t od ry , but they wero none th e less interesting 

o aceue e of th r t. Anot he r di ffe r ence .,!ls thet Edwy Soe rl es 

Br ooks eel doc i .n troduc ed f orm r ooc sc .snee in hie s t ories . 

Svce p ~ople Pgreed m.th th e policy end some didn't . I think 

h~ wrs wise in t his CEiso EIS Fr onk Ri che r ds exc ell ed in such 

scen es end I d on ' t think E .S. B. r.culd h ave compPr ed f av our

ably. 
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I In ,I1;f hllillble opini on the o l d seri es wrs by f er the bes t, 
the fi r st n ew a eri es not quit e s o good , "Jhet hepp~ned after 
th ot I don't kn ow bec 8use I s t opped b~ it t ow,,rds the 
cl ose of the first s ~ri e s, onl.y r &ad:i.r}B ~n odd co py now end 
t hen efterw flrds , It hes been st r ted mor e th en once th at mos.t 
of ltlr. Br ooks ' ch er ,.cter s wer e imit a tions of Mr . Rich erd s • I 
cr ~, tiona , H<,ndforth in p articul ar. It ,iould eppc,er et 
fi r s t th a t he ~e s e ch~rp imitetion of t hd ci 6hty Eor ece Coker 
of th o Greyfrie rs Fi fth, but it soon bec eme oppar ent t hat this 
was not th e ca se. Fe tty Littl e wes quit e diffe r ent fr om ol ~ 
t he other fet boys , end'7illi c Hondf ort h end 1.rchie Glent horn ]· 
v;.,re flbso lut ely original cher e ctera. Two chcrecte r s who it 
must be odmitted were co pi es r.er e Uc l os i ~nd Lord Dorri rnor e , 
both th ese worthi es being teken fr om Lobangu end Sir Ri chr rd 
r.ose ly in the "Union J <·ck" Libr ery ,1 but th at i s of little sig 
ni ficence ea Lobengu w, s prob rb ly pinch ed fro m Rider Hegger d• s 
Umslopogees. 

The pock ~t s i~o of th" N<>lson Lee wrs els o en edvrnt ege 
i n ll\Y sch oolb oy opini on r s it e oul d be r 0sd e t s choo l some
tim es end i t di d not ge t cr ees ed rc r ose the m1.ddle es so ms 
of th e l <•r ge r pa pers di d , t he gre f't est off ende r being t he ol 
gre€ n Boy e I Fri Gnd which of t an cec a t o one in s·.;op with th e 
centr e elmost oblit er ate d through bei ng old ed eo much to fit 
sch oolb oy pockets . 

Thu Nel sun Lee in co=o n with th e Mrgnet r fln en insert 
"Nipptr' s ?'iPgE'Zina" which wt1s quit e e go od pr oducti on, com
paring f ov0ur ably with t he Greyfri ar s H~r eld in se rt . It s 
cvl our ~d co v Gr s stood uu t t oo ~uo~ ':Jl'r'l;f oth er boy s' prpers 
in newsage nts• shops much t o its rdv flnt <>ge, flnd I think I ce 
saf ely s ay t h ' t some of th e i llustr , ti one of coll eges r nd 
bui l dings by Brist ow wer 6 superb, but I rm ~fr r id not r l l 
N~ls on Lee rrt i s t e did ju s tice t o the stori es in the l etter 
deys of th ~ Nelson Lee. 

Wel l chums, t h~se r r e j ust idl e th cll{,ht ~n fln old book 
th a t hr s g iven me lIDlCh pl ea sure in th~ deye of my youth ( I 
hove t o a eep unt angling t he p en fro n my beflrd ) , end r re not 
written to ceuae r rr:, controve r sy , but r 111one who f ee ls li.k:e 
pull i ng th e sbove epistl e t o pi • ces cen communicet e wi th 
J.!r. Bl yth e who will ch ee rfully fill hi e column wi t h comments 
ebusiv ~ or ot he.nrl se a 

Fr om l ette r s r ec e iv ed it s eems t het my qui z l est month 
went do"'11 quit e well , so I think I ' l l r epeet t he mixture. 
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,,;;iy of you who got them ell corr e ct l e st oonth can con

grt ,tul at e y our s elv es , f or you c ert ainly kn ow your Nelson Lt,0 

Li br ary . Of t hose v.ho wro t e t o ce , Ron BUXTO<, of Le~-ds <iss 

th e only on o t o ge t v ll t en c orrect. They =t r.Bv o b ee n 

ees y f or him as he was not l ong in supplying th e answe r s . 

e t ch out t his tim e , Hon. I'm out t o stump y ou. 

Fir s t, t nough , her o £r e th e enawer s: -

1) The Pr of es s or . 2) Capt . Dor t r £c Gl entho rn e , R.A.F . Arc hi e , 

1'r ot he r . 3) .:.ugus tus Bert , Timo tl'\Y Tuck er ( b oth intr. in th e 

Boys' Ree lm) . 4) Zenobu. 5 ) 1",ene ge r of Oni ons Circus e nd 

Ta s se Love •s uncl e . 6) It was sunk et see off Cor sto we Ffter 

be~ ce rri ad the r e on t wo ba rges. The who l e contraption 

b &ing kn own cs He.nd.fort h I s ..rk, as relat ed in the "Fl ood " 

Series . 7) Konkhous e . 8 ) ":. ltod uf Ir on ", O .s . ?lo .4 36. 

9) "Th e Iv ory SLekers" , O.S. No.105. 10) •fuen th <r v were on 

tw o houaos , th (';. spSCb ba tween t he o wrs e Triengl e . Ho·N~e r . 

,nt h th e eddit i on of th e Ees t, , est end School house it 

ch anged t c t ho t of e qUFdr£ngl e . But it had be en lcno"u <>s e 

tri Png l o fo r so lo ~ th e t n o-o n e could ge t us ed t o ce ll~ i t 

"t h e Qu ad " , Pnd so th & ol d n ame stu ck 
· Ri ,;ht . H&r & v.e go with some mor e . 

1) Which ,.,f Dr voka ' ch , r aote r s were edd ict od t o quoting froc 

t he c le ssics st ev ory opp ortunity? 2) NPcu t h e cost f amous 

occupier of th e pos ts of Li • r Pri en end cur a tor of th e sch oo l 

l!IUBeum. 3) Who 'NOB King Jasper? 4 ) Who ,,e s onc o on the 

v er g o o f brain - f ev dr t hr ough ove r ...,tudying ost r onoqy ? 

5) , 1hst He s t he titl e of t he first Jic the Penmr n st ory ? 

6 ) ':{ho b oui;ht Fn oe r I!ol t • s fcrm f or o purp os e ot he r th <'n 1 

f P=ing? 7 ) \'/ho was 1.r . St<>nl "Y Webb, ,.nd whflt wes his f et a; 

8) '.Jhich Thi rd Foroe r V.'SS k:no\m e s "Soppy"? 9 ) '::'h re is ' 

pe l lton's Band? 10) .'..nd now f or o tour r oun d St .Fr r nks. I 

Don ' t ge t l oet l Go thr ough th e. cein .,-.:.to ·and turning h Plf 

r i~ht cr oss th e Trinsgl a to Et-s t :..rch . Thrm,eh t ha erch and. 

k eeping th e ~ode rn Hous e to y our l eft &11 the t i me, circle 

th & buil di ng un til yo u erriv e Pt t ho main doo r of the Mode rn 

House . ~/e lk s tr t>i ~ht eheod k eo ping the Sc h oo l House on y owc 

r i gh t until y ou re ach the Tov1er e t the end of the Ancien t 

House . Turn l uft end we ll< ec r oss ~, e st Square. \'/hen you 

r ae ch the t o~e r et t he end of 'fe st Hous e k eep o n pfS t it vnd 

turn h,ft i lllll~di e te ly. Tha t buil ding is Dt:>W st £ndil18 in 

fr ont of y ou ? 
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Fini lly, r s I don• t thi nk t h --r e ' 11 b e roo m for th e I 

titl es , h er a i s thi s month's quot A of s ~ri a le. 
let New Seri es 
No's 62-66. Buc k:l.ng Up Old ..Ugy . 

67-72. Tr s ck e tt Gri.m's Greatest Cas e . 
73-77. }'rid <, of th e Circus . 
78-81. Joker Jones • Legacy • 

.ill t hee .:. f>re by Brooks under th e nAmes of .\rchie 
Glenthorn~, Hand.forth, '\li l ly Handforth '7illiam Napol eon 
Brown . · 
No' e 82-95. Sons of Speed, by ...l fred ':;dgor. 

96-109. The .l.ir l' r trol, by Ge orge Roch e ster. 

(R eprinted in Boye• Friend 4d. Lib. l<o . 282 ) 

110-13 0 . ThG Cr .i.is e of th e Blue Bird, by Coutts Brieb r e . 

(Rep. B.F. 4d. Lib. 2nd Ser. No. 241 ) 

131-145. ' /h" t • e '7rong :vi th the Rovere ? by P.edl ey Scott 

(Hep . B.F. 4d. Lib. 2nd Ser. No.273) 

146-159 - Riv f>ls of th e Blue Crusaders, by E , S . Brooke. 

(Rep. B. F. 4d . Lib, 2nd Ser. No ,,277} 

~ .:.NTED: GeCJS (1932-40 } , Lees , Bo~' Re~l :s (No~ s ~ri es) 
Mds.O.L. (St .Jims and Rookwood ) . ~. s. i"11'h eson, 
11 .:.ek ergill Str ee t, 'l ick, Cvi thn ees, Scotlf •nd. 

:{JiNTED , Gems , cl eun condition , Noe . 1232, 1238, 1249, 
1251-52, 1254-55, 1271, 1273, 1275, 1277-81, 1283-86, 
1297 -9 8 . M, .K'JJ.tner, 4 New North Pl ace, Scrutton ,S tr ee t, 
Finsbury, I.ondon, :G.C.2. 

WANTED: MAGNETS and <EMS, 1930-1935. Will buy 
or exchange for l&!.gnete , Gema, Lees, S.O . L. or 
B,li'.L. T.Hopperton, Courtl.aDde , Fulford Road, 
Scarborough. 

HAVE YCU ORDERED YOUR ANNUAL YET? 
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S L A K I A 1' A· 
****"'~~ .... :~ 

'by · /il l i f'm Cole on be . 1:llO? -:1··:1 and ·.t~ j ? -.-.-.-.-. -.- .-.-.-.- .-.-.- .-.-.-.-. -

i!OV" . • ::..--::: 1 95 1 . 

I 
In t he cot -r ::.e of r 01:.din g t :10 .3oxto n 3l rl ~o :;:;ori •.ls \ 

of th o pi. ct t;lirty ye r.r s , I li:·.vo ort {.;n '.'O i'l~o11~d :-.t :-0 •. 10 I 
o f th e a ction s o f t he :.;di tor n nJ 3 ut hor s o ... t~o v :-.r1. ou

1
s 

~ cl ::o or.:, erc ; ~o I clJll sul:mi t ··· i.11:1 th\ so · u r..d:>rl.nt;s to t n e 
' ..di tor· 0 f J)l ~·.!, i. 1 :1n in t he hopo t: ,.~t r o.·.~lcrs o f t '::~t !! '.i10~ · J 
~ n 1 c.ns .. ;or tty q1•eri o s . ~ en cor.uiling ::. li st o f_ s . ... ..... . 
r e--,rint e..i nt or ~ os I caf.IO to on o , 1·0 . 116 ( :;nd cc r 1.cn ) ; 
"The Cr ee.t •1~· t•nk ! .y sto ry" t: 10 .n 1thorS:1~p o t _-~ich puz .~l o • \ 
me . 'Tho ro ,r int i s ovm· t: 1c :'l!llO o,! -:rlt o1: ~O bO~ , . bu~ 1 i..hi :J . L'H ., no·i - cle- p].1.nc, t!s:.:d ~Y. th? .... ditor .... i ~r ropriu ,J. n ~ t t:1 c o•·k o ... • .. ov o:·:-1 :..'.Ut .ior s , :-n.:-i c ::.:,al ly o'" , • • ,...,..ogoT"/ .i l • 
~Io . 116 do~:.: !lot ::mo: liJ:c liis , o rk , i t :foP.tur c.s In n~ !ctor 
~I:-.1·;cor : ;1<l :1ot ·:il:! ' o u 3:·?J. "lf'.rd .man , I rt<>: oc:; or Rol l i 1gs . 
':'ho st~r l o i s 11ot unl ike t . . ·.lt o f :- i chc.. l Poo l• in hi:5 sc i1ool 3tor i o:1 - he did ur it e one or t \. 'O: !3l a k o :Jtori o ,, 
but I ' v o :1:1:d no ch~.ncc to compr.r o one ot th os o t.,.ith " !h o 
Oren t ',L'r unk ~.y::Jt cr y 11

• 

A·,oth or :1t· ,ry , th c c.utho rci1 ip of ,·itiich i s s or: .... 1t :\ ing I 
of :-. 111y:rt c ry is l'o . 7 0 ( ·':1d se ri e s) 0~"iho l~ill od Cr:.r oon' •; 
i.'1 :,.l l th o l i,;ts I h - 'V C oe cn it is :,s cr i b ed to Allan Jla ir \ 
bu t t!i v :-;tyl c o f · .T~t~ ng i _s noth in e; lik e :1l l'.ir ' s > it i::i 
r.,or o lik .. t !1~t of "i7il; n c 1 •.:.rr n y l ra.y don . Tho y~rn 
f cn tur os I :1i-p<'ctc 1· ..:01.:tt s v o .. y pr omin ent ly ( r, c:1 : r ~:ct .;:.r 

1 
th .,t ;J..l ~.n 31.t'.il"' nev er used in ~ny of hi s oth c.1" st o r i es , 
:-,or di d :,::r r" y Gr-_gdon fo r ~hr: t ~tQr ) . ---1..n.l-'-'-Wd.:. 1·ing....... 
i f i t · ,::.o st r. rt "'-1 by llo bor t ;_,,,·.·:-.y ( Coutts b .;ing :, v-o" t 
favourit e o f hio) :md fini ,,h c d by hi a f ,: th or ; .1:r r ::.y lr v.:,'d> 
I t io p os :::iblc , fo r r.o bort • , :o often in very b,,.d h m lth 
· ·'<i it i s r :"<'.;-,,nnblo to iri -.::;in ~ t;, ,-.t hio f .,.1hor :,cl.pod hi.;1 
to k e ep a p ublic --.ti on elute by 0001::,loti ng t~ m;ory . 
str::- .ne;olJ' o:iou e:h it ,. ?.s · .. Ti :~ ;o n r.t th o sv 10 -.:> ::r iod. o.s t h -t 
Ul - .fnt cd l ~-t !-lt~ry of · ur ;.·~-~,, s ~onf odc •· .1ti ~n co ri o:; . 

~e n th o A •. P . st :'\rt nd to ro ">rint ;to ri c!J i:1 th o ·.;. -~. L 
t!l- oi· did ocr.,o ct: rn n g '> th ing s . O;,c oto ry ;;a . 704 "Tllc Cc so\' of t h e 3 ·.cr od :>.uby" by ::i• l t on Gr ego ry i a o. ro !)rb t of ,,n 
0-1.rly Lc,.:i ·-J J -. ck ,o n ~to r y 1'Tho l!od :·c ··. rt o: : tho !n c a.s· '• ill - . -- ·-- --- -- - -- --- -. 
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bot :1 v or si ons th e J c ks on cr cn tio n , Loon I.:ostral. , i!l in 
cvidcno c ., ~y ho · .~.s n •t gi.v on crodit £'or h i o o •.n \·JOr k is 

h ~.rd to wi dc.ret c.nd, c op c.oi t"'.ll y a s num.c:;rou 3 stori us a:,:L a ro 

i?'l t h o t hi rd ccr i ..:s OV J" hi s nmno. P orh upa t h.;.t i -; , by h 

st.:r t cd \lr i tin g i'ro oo o1x>ri cs l 
ll, nnl d st un rt ,.To t o a k ri;o m£b cr o f sto ri e s fo r th 

s. 3 . L. dur in g t h o 19 30 '• but c.t l cn ut t , o th :, t , ,oro 

publ i :,h od e.o bo ia g by him n ro r up ri n t s of c..:r l y fir st s o rl 

zto r i c o by And r o n uur r (IY. Th o oto ri ~s conccrn od a r o No. 

675 "'nlo BUM!I.JGO Daggor " (o r i(>innl Jo . 102 - 1 st oo ri o a) , 

n nd ifo , 708 "Tllo Soc r at o f t ho Hall:" ( or ig!. naJ. i:o . 63 fi r 

:scri os) ~ Yot an onrl y r c='rin t od ,·o rk by A.ndr o w i..i.ur ro.y , i! • 

656 "'nl o Fr.t"1. .!iurt un o " ,-a s publ i she d undor th ~ co rr ect 

author ahi p , st t.r. ,t ho d :,not hor sto ry Mo , 732 ( 2nd cori o e 

"l'uon ty 'I oo r s o f !!c.t o" p ubl ish ed a s ;y h:un , t hi s , .u s , in 

noi :1t of fa.c t n ro !)rint o f nn 0t, rl y La rlc Osbo rne off ort . 

· ,'ln oven strr.....,gor co.so of cr edi ti ng on o n.ut hor L ith 

r.mthors , o rk occ urr od ·'1 th llo . 734 '":bo Ri ddl e o f Don d i; c n s 

!lay" by J ohn G. Brand on; thi s ·n s nn d rao st yor d fo r ,:o r d 

repri nt 0 £ i~ rk Oolx>r no' • sto ry "Doo.d ~.::.nn• s Bo.y" \h i ch 

o.p:,a- r od a o No . 358 o f t ie 2nd oori os. 'nlo ro 1110n f o r th 

ch :>ng of a u ' h or s 13 obs c)lr o , boo c.u so oth <.r Oobo r n o s tori o 

,:ioro boing r o:;n"'intod att h o snTJo pc,riod w1di.:r hi s .,. o ·.:n 

n P.tlO• 
T.?:. nrrthor s of n·,ny of t h e o~:rly Uni .)11 J r.clc o t.ori os 

cr.n be r c,c og:ti. ood by t h e ch :crnct or o i ntro du ce d in to t hw , 

but t ·o , :i~o . 956 ·1'1.~1r oc.t ono d by Thr~o" nnd ~:o . 969 "In 
Loa.gur o Ar,:, in s t :!in " bo th i nt r oduc o Zoni t h , Kost rc>l , and 

· . .'U Lin g c.nd i o not '30 o" ,y t o cr odi t t o t he r i ;,j!t c.uth or . 

I t c c ,-t r.i :\ly i fL'1' t G. H. Toe d, :>o t h e cln r a ct or o f ·..111 Li ng 

in t !1 cco t , .·o ntori c s hn 3 not t h e -;li ght oat 1·vs wbl :--.nco to 
t ;,,;.t -po rtra. yod in his r.r .ny s tori os of __::1)1• Li n g. 'Il><L_ 

~ uthor i s :,r ob.,b l y Lowi o J .,ck oon , b,:t i t i o p os fli bl o t h , .t 

J ".clc00'.1 nnd Ant hony Skcn o coll nbo r ,rt od f~ r t h coo t ·.-o yc,m 

·.~1cn t."lc tir!tt of C". :10":7 no x.nnc ~cri es non :nrod in 

"Detec t i ve .io<'k l y " , r•i t h :lo xnn o in p crtn or ohcp · • -ith t h o 

cr o -.?tc d r.:r. SVonoon , a r;,. i:1st Soxto n Bl c.k c ; i t 3, cmod u s i t 

I 
a grr ~'1C: nor i c s o f ot or i os , i ll t he old Too d l'l!'.Cl:.!or , ·.:oro in 

or osnoc:t . "nli ::s , ,T. :J :-iot t o bo , a :, , .:1ft ur th re e VtTy good 

tal o~, t h ,:; -:cri ~c f i z zl od o ut ·-i t ' , t h e :, '>ni t io n o f Roxnn o 

l e ft in t h o c.i r , ';la s t h i o be,cc.u ~o ah ~ f ~ilod t o c ::7.>oal t 

I t h e no •.-,or r c,,.do r o o f' D. 71 Or boc a c.s o of' t ho m t in oly 

, doc.t h of To od? !1' i t -2:._ t !i c l r.-::tor r o~.con t h , !l , J10 , :rot 
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tho ::1tori oc t: 1;'.t u:,·> x.r cd ov er hi :J :1-uc i !1 l t~t tJr n~ b<.iro? 
'l'h ooo bing n orrtly n"n - '.ll ako o ne s . I n fo ot only 0 .10 Blo.ko 
story BU7>'t),,,'.) ::odly :'J'J' '.:.'od np ~ :;.:-.rcd. ::rt cr. t h e _ l e.~ 

11
R~

1
xu..-i.o, ... 

thi ~ ,·ns· :10 • 10 1 ·~lo i_y L-.tory of t he. Gir l in .:::.O. •• o • I CJ"il 

incli: i od to t hi :tk oy s clf t h t th o so ri?s ,.u s cir , ~ ff' by th o , 
uut hor ' s dodh v.nd t h nt the l d er sto rJ. o ~ "ere ci thor t ho 
· _or k of A. P .. rn;n.!'f' \·.rrit ors 1 or \ ;ur o ro p:rint a of on J!l.or \·or 
'by Tood for su ch paper s n s "T!10 Thri llor u.. T!1i s po int 
coul d b ~ s ot-U cd tJy a nyone ·.ho he:~ collect i ons of both 
111':r il lcrn " an d .1otcctiv o "Jookli o3 . 

T1IZ Ei'tD. 

-.-.-.-.-.,.. .-.-,. .- .,... .-.-.-·-·-.-·-.-.-.-. -.-.. -.-.-. -· -· -. -
•'J.;lJRIOl 0 '.i r:a;; P OR'£Si,Oi/l'!l ROAD" 

Do:,c. thi 1 t ;.t l c ~iri k o c. chu d in your r.101:iory? I f 
:-,ot l e t ao oxpl :::in t :1 ·t it U ' .s th o t itl e o ft: , , o ne :-.:1d 
onl y Sexton Bl t·.ko er , .. ;10:, !1011 ..::: r e cor d. Foi- y cri.r ::: nob.Jdy 
!r.a b ,~"1 abl o to 3i \ "C uu ch i :,fc m~~ti o:i on th:L; di oc but 
nt' l r:ct ·.·o hcw c d i :,c cv c r c<l t !1et i t i c C'. 1 2 " e f fo rt :·.:td 
fo c-.t ur c~ c. qtdto t liril l i ng :-U:.'.kc a.dvont ur o ·.,1t h t :1c f i.:DO':..~c 
.,·..rt~r:.:r :-P:ntnor t !.".!di.lg th o pt.rt or" t h :: . ~. l1 :r-.,~JD Dckc r 
5t r e ~t . I "" 3cy o ::w.l El.,u: c f::-.:10 , :ho h c.v c e grc-JJo-,hono 
· ·:lttl.d lil:; to ~10.:: r t h i s roc ..:1~ding :·.nd oo I ,,:i.11 i n ..:~ rc :,·1yonc i c,t cr , t 0d t'.1c.t I cl1,-:l l s o ,n by bl v t o cup ;,ly \ 

~:::~ -~:~ ~::6~. ~ ~~:~~:~~:o~~-c ;~"" ;:~ 0~:: 1-~o::;::~1 ::..co:-:.:J 11
: ~~:! II~. O.! Ta ~ PIJ:-.1 • ;. v:_T..r !l0.'.D11 ro · . :nv!-! l ~,~CL OS:; 

JCt:l :~,. IT'.: ·.:!c::.: r<oa ••••••• • ••• ••• • •• • • • 

!:c: 10. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • • • • • . • • • • • • ••• • • . .. •. • • . • •.• • • 
::.dr c:.:o . . . . ..•... • . . .. . • .•.••. • • . •. .• . • ••• •• . • • • • .. •• .• ••• •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



£11.c~~-~o..!. 
Hoving ctf'f'ordcd thi o brief' ~p so i nto ~10 c:,.r co r o f 

one of do,:-ton rJ..C".kc 1 o no r.t pV!,)tll.nr o .rl.y · irit or • a , l et c o 

rcti r o Gocil P.r.yt or to t:10 k .ckground ·,:,d int r Jrl uco thoro

froc ::inothor int ~r c ::ting po,·oon :,lity f'roo th o Bldc o r cnlrn . 

In 1S06 thoro a:>:><U"Cd on t!>o oo ak 'Ttallo , t?-c fi. · :rt 

nove l by nn n ut.her •ho . aaco t .1vnty yoe.r s lct ar , , .nc to 

boco...io one of tho grp·i.ng ~.nd of Saxto n m~.ko , rito r s. Ho 

· ~s t h c 29 yo:-. r old L:". dbroJ:c .Jlr:.ck , -.,ho , on c01:?ina t o 

Londo n in 189 9, help scv o,·.-.1 odito r i .-.J. posts bofoo ro 1,riti n1 

his first l on g novel . '<'his u,.s ontit l od '"Ib o ; ,.n tlo o:f' 

t}r ~pr oro r " nnd ·m s "..titto n in collab:>r ~.tion • .. d.th th o 

t ho n wll:no, n , I r io h born Robe.rt Lynd, l nt or to bocouo 

litc. 1.·nry cdit:>r to tho ''j;jo'.75 Chronicle ". Lr.dbrokc Bl nck 

f'ollo· .e d this up in th e m::,o ye . r •.:i.th n :,o val cc llod '"Ile 

: ~g l c:1"• T-o of !1is p3oudonyas ,;oro Pc.ul Urquhc.rt e nd 

Lione l Doy . :Jor n in llurloy-in- '.'ihn rfodr.l o on th o 21 st 

Jun o 187 7 ho , l\ 3 not , p 1..Thc.ps , t'.IlOngot th o ao at pv pul~ 

f',:.v ouri t o::, ot Blcl::o fiction, n.:wcrt !1alos s he '.Ina a v ory 

go" d novoli::t , e.nd, nt l on st o lll o f' hi c c r • a ti one - t ho 

rmn ·.:it'> the ""o rdstick , othor cli oo 1:r. Pr e od, th o , oodcn 

fa.c od solic itor- c!C't..Jctivo , ··.'ill long b o ro ac.:.:iborod a s 0 110 

of t!10 n:n, t p -.,:,u.1:-.r nnd un t!sun.l c!1ar.:.ctors in crino fiction 

Lc.dbrok -: :ll c clc, ·-ho i'ntroduc cd :>r cod i :ito :,. f'ou o:f' 

hi, ::J.n>:o otori os , diod on th e 2ih Ju17 1940 c,t tho q:;o of 

63 yes. rs . Long · c. lk s 1l'J th ~ ooa · ·or o his ospc,cial deligh t 

en d , booi d c s r cc:di ng ho t o ,k a groot int eres t in boxin g . 

T!t o begin:1i,ig of th o yo.·.r l9CYT '"'·" tho intro du ction , 

f or th o f'1rct. ti.co, of thoeo v ory nttrnc ti v o cl&r r.ctar-a , 

Lobcngu t h c Zulu nnd Sir . ni c,'ln rd Lo ooly i: . c . B. in a yarn 

ll:ICalllt tho titl e of d iich has c lr or.dy b oO'l giv on. Tho so 

c}-v. r :\ct or s onjoy od c long rtm in tho pc g .:so f tho olc! u . J . 

c ;~d long c ttor tl'tl c!OC".th ot t !1ci r croo.t or th oro ·,n a still a 
p •,, ·oistont doannl for t :1oi r ro- int r oductio n . T:1i s , on 

br ing a, ,.ntc,u , r osultod in th o ;rnblic ~.tion of ooi:,o of tho 

ti~ :.!::'t Af'ric c.n y -.rns over to q, po~-.r i:i tho pr.por . 
:::ot: "';.011 1907 unJ t h o::<!. ~£ t!1c ~ - r.rd ::.~'"'l or a , tho 

::J..-~: o t."'torion · ,y.· o no stl~t · -ritta1 by ·n . !.urr ~-.Y ~~·::.y<.:on ;::,J 

: '.:.rl: Dc.n- cn btit · ·~.on t!1w . I:r. ~n :,fficc in n ~.: t· r.y !:ouoo 

.... ::,:,,r clrnr!1.C.C t l:~:i out :,r .. ct ic :·.lly v .:ry · ..... ck , i..:-::::ing :o r 
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t: . ..::· col~· ..... : :: -~:1.:. ~ l'.Jc :,s::; , ci:,:i t CJ 30-.:<l incoi: K s; only .,-,t r :·.r c 
in't.;rv==..13 rlid .;t:1 ::ii- :rit vrs ·p,:ct .::. l .:,:,k in. ·t~10n ".70 !1::-.<l o. 
t nstv of · h,1t oh c r h nd~ could <lo f or .')l :~1:o, nnJ , o.~ u 
cJu>.:,gc !'r oe: th o Gruyd o n-D:\rrr.n toc hniquc , · ·crnj oy ocl (noro 
Yt' le ss ~) the lntost offu r ts of such n uthor s ,,. l:o nry st . 
J ohn, j-.ir.xrroll Scott, .. \rthur s . ~ir.r dy, Coci l :i;.~ytor , Sidney 
~ou , , ~~...rk Osb.:Jrno and s ovor .cl others . S..;n.o of th; ::;tori c 
,,ri ttu, nbo ut t:U.s tin e •:,oro , rr ~_:,)-.1y. poor 3turr, ,i i t h 
;.:urray Gr.aydon r o!!ponsi blo fo r :.t lo11g st r i. 1g of thw . A 
~od c ut~or ,·.t hie 'bost, ·1.::. G-. .o;:.ko th o go i:>i:; very heavy 
f or his r eade rs n!lc n in i11di fi cront n ,w d . !!io tro ttbl o , .. tt::; 
t!1 0.t h o , no -:,it h U'. rr .-m cl.s o - tho ugh to u l os-::cr crlmt t, 
at tropto d to D nu ch. ·:ou c r.nnot do g.:)o<l ·.-!Ork in n !'11.:rry , 
and it , . .:it pro t"ty obvious ~._t t iJ:1c~ t: 1 ... ~t Crc~'d on l:Lsc! r ud"!od 
hi s stor)" t~1r :Jt!gll i n c r dc.::r t.o !; at on ·.,1.t!1 ot ho r ~:orl ::, 
r c.:8 ul ti r:g in an n tn ~S!J:1.:iro o f 'j t nlc ncs s, t bich , c li: 1~i:1g t o 
o. gccc! dcn l of his ,. ·ork , t .:-.nclod to c!ocro G:JC th o :--x dors 
i;1tt. .:r .... st in tho pl o t. Sov orc-..1 n u-'.;~1or a ha vo bc o:1 a c(:u ocd o 
p,·osc.nti;ic Sexton Bl ,: ko a!.:: so:::iv so rt 0£ ::a;.>c..::·- 0..1n, bo th 
:::~ntall y n!1~ ;.,hysi onl ly; but no s-:..lc ~1 cri t ic i s:J cou.l. (: bo 
lcvoll od :'.Wt:.i ;1st --:1.; :;.:ur N".~' Graydon . Re..tiior t llc r cvcr :10 
in f ·:ct, f or i n }u s h :".!lds 31€'.kc ·.t::1.3 a. v ory ordi n.:.ry 
in d ividual. , o.t1d , in th o physic:. 1 s on s o, ~-J.._,.rv tin ~s !1c.rdJ.y :1 

r.:.."":.tch fvr t he cr c ok ch c-.r::.c t cr e ot th o r. uth or s con c epti on. • 
h1loth c r f :-.ult o f Liurr .:-.y (~ ydon • s 1.·lt\s th ,. t he t ended to I 
ov c,~!3-tr ou s th e :JO~ti n c: -:tc-.1 situ ".ti ona in h i=i s tory - t hc.y 
·:"Ore sibl:l y r.:1cl.nuch t o,, ;:,r ol"Lmco<l in • L10 c ;;.~0s, ,·thi! : st l1i '! t 
!1r.roi n os ·_·.,oro ~.11 o f n r:?uchn c 33 , £r o il , tilnd, ;1clo l cs 3 , 
c,·o d ur o ~ , -.:1<1 fo r thi ~ r~ c-~ n, ·.;,101l y ~i 3i :it or ~~ting tYc,~~i 

Ch:., t cr SIX ·.1111 .. --..:;,.Jor-.r in J~nuc.ry . 
---------····----------------------------------------------

aco:-:i,~sno ns OF.".. cnL~ LO~a " 
z:i. rovori o on 3oxt vn ~:lnJc o 

i n t h<.. titl ~ of' ::. £ .:>rt hco:-.~inc ~-rt i cl t; by JllUC F~· .. Yrfb . 
Al=::o 0:1 th .:> t.~ y:- 1"lbo Di s.::.;>)c :-,ri >"!g 1J.·r o.u~ .r11 

...... a (..,: S:1or t .~.rt ic lo by Bo11j~.r.:il1 ·J 1it cr ~ 

Pk;;:~:r-~ :i .:~n .·.Lt c ;:_nr~~.lr:r.:c~u ~1J.: T::rs .::r.(,'tr o TO 
:: . :: . -·o~JD. 10 :.;:~·.7 ',:;:j 1 • P..:D.:~:1LL\ . c :~·a,1;:-;.:·. 
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I :u-.C: h o:,· . .-,~ to ~ ~ .. ~bl c to ~i v -;. y..Ju a -.1r .. · J:.:.finito 
:uu~~;-:1:1.ti o n re th o f o:-ning of t h e Sexton :.Utl:c c i rcle ( or 
confo<lcr · t on - c.c y ou sill) th io ,so !'Tth but pl cnc a ro 
not yet qui t e r oad y =~ ·1 t h nl l th o ,:o rk going on in 
ot::lul" direc ti ons I = doubtful it , :c e c:n ro ; .lly r,ot go i ng 
on thia 3chor -10 wrti l tho !{o•,7 Yoo.r . :io-,!ovor, r. #r;: 1 -:.tto r :.. 
of int c:-<..3t !1Gvc c oco o..lonG \ 1.th qui. t o a. f c'.·, sngf!cs t iona 
~ !~i ch · :i ll h~vc to bo consid ered 'bcfo r \J · _rt) cn n sond out 
r. ful l schcr.,o f or our :i;:,pro v c.l , oo I hop o you •.Til l be 
1x-.t:i .cnt for- ::-. lit"tl : · hilo . /, ft c.r o.11, ,:.to ha p '- this 
Jl ;t.::o circlo to be :;o:....1vt.=1inc o f ;: con cr e te .:-.n.l l t. sting 
n ·.t r:r o n :-ill er.ch ido~ ~:.1..! sue; c or;."ti..::n ·.,i l l havo to b o "-e ry 
c:::rv :full y cC'-1::Ji c!c.r vd . 1,Tiotit,;1 t o _-.U.U .._,t t~L ..10~.1vnt t bc.-t 
I 1::i·).., t: 'i:. t ou r fir * n ,.,ut i.., g ·.:ill bv ~:bou t TI:r-.stor o f 
1952. all bdnr, , ·oll . 

,\., vt :;or nc,: friond ::,.r:-ivv <l i?l t!1 c c i rc lo l o.crt non th 
:o.i'~(1, t o n y <:cli 0~1t , liv VJ in a n.Ji c)1bouring t ,Y ~ to 
.:;:.?tliff . ~i'or th .:; fir~t tit x., I h:-:v ... 1-c c! t: 1.:: grcr.t t: 1rill 
of coc:t ing c. k c t.::.1 :9lnk o =='.cbiror ,:1i.t hin c. £ 0-t1 i.':..ol;s of 
.f.i.r-:;t co~rk ct . ::r. c .. D:.V:..os of 54, i:v: :toa :loc.J , 

, i.:U.1bl o s , S·.T.nscn. is tho ?"la:10 . i.Jolco: ~c :.r. D.-.vi cs ~ d 
~ y y ou l one: c o=itinuo to bo ·.1.h us in tll o ... :1.)oy11,.;nt o f 

• our o•:;n c s:,..:e:i.:.l sleuth . - r . D:·.vi .-,~ is !1opiM to f'oru a. 
col lr .ct ic,:1 of S. B.Ls f'ror.: th .:i 2nJ. corios , s o if" :~ny of 
yot: h l'.VC ::i.:~y tlu~lic ,.t o :::; f'or s .·.l c · . .'ill y ou p l a.~sc cont r. ct 
hiD . . 

I ho!) -; nl l"/ Ono intor c.:atcd ";7'il : t .""..:::::: t!1 c o .. f,o rtmlity 
of c bt.:-.ini ng on c of t~1 o Bl .:·.ko r c c or <.ls ~·.nnot'.."lc ...J. on 
~:-:~th Lr :-,:1cc . ' .. '::i c; i:J ''- r c ro it , :.: (".nC :i: ..:oubt if '.:o 
,j1::-.l l hr. Vo t ~ o o:.Y.~0::..-t,1.~nity to CT,-t t h ..::n o.gn.in . Sut 
pl c.c:so noto th. ".t tho ond oT Dc.ccabc r ·:.ill 1r, t::o :Cinc.l. 
<!c.t v of r u coi vi ng orC:ora.. 

-.... -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.--.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. -.-
~ . : :LCO .. J YO R 5UC~.:;·;/.4"J:\Ji l S :,on '1'"!:.; ::v: ~ --~'l'IC:I o~ .. 
~: .: s.;;~~:: J:.. J:.:; CIRCL: • 


